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Our trajectory for the next 6 months

Leg 1: Introduction

Leg 2: The enlightenment 

definition

Leg 3: The enlightenment strategically 

explained

Leg 5

Leg 4

Leg 7

Leg 6

Season 2

Spring/Summer Saga 2023

Season 1

Winter/Spring Saga 2023



1. Introduction

2. What is the Enlightenment

3. How does the enlightenment commence-Origins

Who moved the ways of the Enlightenment?

4. Part A-The Dutch

5. Part B-The Germans

(2 episodes)

6. Part C – The British 

(3 episodes)

8.    Part D – The Italians

(2 episodes)

9.    Part E –The French

(2 episodes)

10.   Part F - the Spaniards-Portuguese

(2 Episodes)

1. Spinoza´s truth, fallacies and wrongs

2. Kant's Prominence

3. Adam Smith Importance

4. Rousseau´s Anti-Philosophes

5. Voltaire pro Royalism

6. Diderot´s Encyclopedia 

7. When does the Enlightenment take place? Entire 

Chronology Map

8. The French Revolution

9. Different Canons of the Enlightenment Part A

10. Different Canons of the Enlightenment Part B

11. The Enlightenment and freedom of thought or 

speech

12. The Enlightenment and Science

13. The Enlightenment and Ethics

14. The Enlightenment and Toleration

15. The Enlightenment and Racial Differences/Slavery

16. The Enlightenment and woman

17. Why is the enlightenment so important in our 

days.

18. Comparative Analysis Radical-Moderate-Counter 

Enlightenment

19. Research agenda for the next Generation ahead

20. Summary and Conclusions.
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Our reviewed Outline. This content is subject to change in depth and extensive dedication.
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Announcement: Season II publications will increase in 

frequency per week. The detailed schedule will be released 

with the dynamics of the Ocean Race 2022-2023 route journey. 

We expect to publish twice per week as of Leg 4.
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Outline per month MARCH  2023 
SUN       MON TUES WED THURS FRI     SAT

1 2 3

Leg 3

Episode 6C Who moved the ways of the enlightenment (Part C)

The British Philosophers (continuation) Section III

4

5 6 7 8 9 10

Leg 3

Episode 7A Who moved the ways of the enlightenment (Part D)

The Italian historic context and main philosophers

11

12 13

Leg 3

Episode 7B

Italians section II

14 15 16 17

Leg 3

Episode 8A Who moved the ways of the enlightenment (Part E)

The French historic context Section I

18

19 20 21 22 23 24

Leg 3

Episode 8B Who moved the ways of the enlightenment (Part E) 

The French Philosophers Section II

25

26 27 28 29 30 31

Leg 3

Episode 9A Who moved the ways of the Enlightenment (Part F)

The Spanish/Portuguese historical context Section I

Today



SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

1

2 3 4 5 6 7

Leg 3

Episode 9B Who moved the ways of the Enlightenment (Part F)

The Spanish and Portuguese Philosophers Section II

8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30
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Outline per month APRIL 2023

“From the Enlightenment to Business Models” Season 2, will

begin with leg 4, from Itajai to Newport on Sunday 23rd April 2023

V    a     c     a     t     i     o     n 

V    a     c     a     t     i     o     n 
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Brief history of France to the French Revolution

Carolingian 

Dynasty

751-987

Capetian 

Dynasty

987-1328

Kingdom of the 

Franks

481-751

Bourbon  

Dynasty

1582-1793

First French 

Republic

1792-1804 

Valois Dynasty

1328-1589

Bourbon

Restoration

1814-1830

First French 

Empire

1804-1814

This last 

three 

segments 

won´t be 

analyzed in 

this saga, 

because 

they 

happened 

after the 

French 

Revolution.

Today
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Brief history of France from 481 to the French Revolution (1789)

Kingdom of the 

Franks

481-751

• The Period of the Frankish kings is also recognized as the Merovingians 

Monarchies or as the Frankish Dynasty.

• The name Merovingian starts with the first ruler of the region Merovech who 

was leading the tribe of Salian Franks, His grandson Clovis I (481) was the 

one who started to extend the territory nearly all former Gaul (mainly Celtic 

land, see image 1). Clovis pushed the Visigoths into Spain and took 

Alemanni. Clovis was converted to Christianity. His son Chlotar I united the 

whole area included Burgundy that you can see in image 1 at your right.

• The Franks descendance of  Chlotar I  characterized themselves in trying to 

organize independently dividing zones, and then uniting them,  and then 

merging the whole area that you see in Image 2.

• Charles Martel was the illegitimate son of Pippin II, a strategic military who 

concentrated to strengthen the dominance of the Frankish kingdom. In 732, 

Charles Martel commanded the victorious Frankish army in the decisive 

Battle of Tours, which halted the Caliphate’s Muslim expansion, subdued 

Aquitania and cemented the Frankish Kingdom’s place as Western Europe’s 

preeminent power.

• Charles Martel supported the king Theodoric IV (721-737), but once he died, 

he got the support to take the throne until 741. 

• After some struggles, between the sons of Charles Martel, Carloman and 

Pippin III (the short), the Pope, and the inherited Childeric III (the son of 

Theodoric IV), Pippin III got the legitimacy of his throne until 751.

• Charlemagne is one of the sons of Pippin III. 

• The close ties between the Franks and the Papacy would continue into the 

reign of Pepin’s son, Charles the Great, popularly remembered by his French 

name, Charlemagne. 

Image 1 https://www.worldhistory.org/image/343/map-

of-gaul/

Image 2. https://www.tomrichey.net/blog/franks

References for more reading:

• https://www.tomrichey.net/

blog/franks

• https://www.britannica.com

/topic/Merovingian-dynasty

• https://www.britannica.com

/place/France/The-

Merovingians#ref40267

• https://www.amazon.com/

Merovingian-Kingdoms-

450-751/dp/113813922X

• https://www.amazon.com/B

rief-History-France-Paul-

State/dp/0816083282

https://www.tomrichey.net/blog/franks
https://www.tomrichey.net/blog/franks
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Merovingian-dynasty
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Merovingian-dynasty
https://www.britannica.com/place/France/The-Merovingians#ref40267
https://www.britannica.com/place/France/The-Merovingians#ref40267
https://www.britannica.com/place/France/The-Merovingians#ref40267
https://www.amazon.com/Merovingian-Kingdoms-450-751/dp/113813922X
https://www.amazon.com/Merovingian-Kingdoms-450-751/dp/113813922X
https://www.amazon.com/Merovingian-Kingdoms-450-751/dp/113813922X
https://www.amazon.com/Brief-History-France-Paul-State/dp/0816083282
https://www.amazon.com/Brief-History-France-Paul-State/dp/0816083282
https://www.amazon.com/Brief-History-France-Paul-State/dp/0816083282
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• The Carolingians period starts with Charlemagne, an emperor that took France to 

become what it was before the French Revolution.

• Charlemagne´s Corporate strategy gravitated around land expansion to almost all 

Europe.  See the image in next slide.

• Charlemagne´s strategic points were:

a) Close ties to the Pope. Charlemagne´s father procured the creation of the 

papal state in central Italy, in exchange for the legitimacy of the 

descendance. The special grace from God, with the legitimacy blessing of 

the Pope  created the concept of a royal above all. Charlemagne was king 

and priest plus emperor after 790.

b) Imperial authority was a kind of priesthood, defending the Pope interests. 

He also became  master of control of the church and ecclesiastical 

domains. He raised the standard of the clergy in the society.

c) Centralization of the empire: Collegiate Pallatium, where the potentes 

(aristocrats) conformed the Aula Regia.

d) Strategic Defender of Roman Christianity using peace agreements and 

alliances to keep Muslims away of his territory, including Jerusalem right. 

He is the originator of the Holy Roman Empire.

e) Oaths of loyalty with entire free people. He created a local basic level called 

counties or comes, each under the rule of an Earl. The comes (earls) formed 

the Palatinus, with judicial functions. The Seneschal was the institution of 

the military. The major domus provided treasure and public administration 

functions.

f) Usage of vassalage with the Earls, and immunity (with the church) as means 

of local government institutions: judges, local agents, intermediary bodies, 

episcopates (body of bishops) working in public domains, etc.

g) Promotion of learning and literacy: establishing schools, standardizing the 

Carolingian writing script, creation of centers of literary production in the 

monasteries and Imperial court, etc

Image1: by A. Durer, public domains. To see

more portraits 

https://www.thoughtco.com/charlemagne-picture-

gallery-4122735

Image 2. 

https://www.worldhistory.org/image/13841/coronation-

of-charlemagne/

References for more reading:

• https://elliotfern.com/en/charlem

agne-emperor-the-kingdom-of-

the-franks-481-987

• https://www.britannica.com/place

/France/Charlemagne

• https://www.britannica.com/biogr

aphy/Charlemagne

• https://www.amazon.com/Empero

r-Charlemagne-R-Chamberlin-

ebook/dp/B08994S6SR/

• https://www.amazon.com/Empero

r-World-Charlemagne-

Construction-

Authority/dp/1501748513/

• https://www.amazon.com/Charle

magne-Johannes-

Fried/dp/0674737393/

Carolingian 

Dynasty

751-987

Brief history of France from 481 to the French Revolution (1789)

https://elliotfern.com/en/charlemagne-emperor-the-kingdom-of-the-franks-481-987
https://elliotfern.com/en/charlemagne-emperor-the-kingdom-of-the-franks-481-987
https://elliotfern.com/en/charlemagne-emperor-the-kingdom-of-the-franks-481-987
https://www.britannica.com/place/France/Charlemagne
https://www.britannica.com/place/France/Charlemagne
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Charlemagne
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Charlemagne
https://www.amazon.com/Emperor-Charlemagne-R-Chamberlin-ebook/dp/B08994S6SR/
https://www.amazon.com/Emperor-Charlemagne-R-Chamberlin-ebook/dp/B08994S6SR/
https://www.amazon.com/Emperor-Charlemagne-R-Chamberlin-ebook/dp/B08994S6SR/
https://www.amazon.com/Emperor-World-Charlemagne-Construction-Authority/dp/1501748513/
https://www.amazon.com/Emperor-World-Charlemagne-Construction-Authority/dp/1501748513/
https://www.amazon.com/Emperor-World-Charlemagne-Construction-Authority/dp/1501748513/
https://www.amazon.com/Emperor-World-Charlemagne-Construction-Authority/dp/1501748513/
https://www.amazon.com/Charlemagne-Johannes-Fried/dp/0674737393/
https://www.amazon.com/Charlemagne-Johannes-Fried/dp/0674737393/
https://www.amazon.com/Charlemagne-Johannes-Fried/dp/0674737393/
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Image

Image source:   

https://www.edmaps.com/html/world_history_maps.html

References for more reading:

• https://elliotfern.com/en/charlem

agne-emperor-the-kingdom-of-

the-franks-481-987

• https://www.britannica.com/place

/France/Charlemagne

• https://www.britannica.com/biogr

aphy/Charlemagne

• https://www.amazon.com/Empero

r-Charlemagne-R-Chamberlin-

ebook/dp/B08994S6SR/

• https://www.amazon.com/Empero

r-World-Charlemagne-

Construction-

Authority/dp/1501748513/

• https://www.amazon.com/Charle

magne-Johannes-

Fried/dp/0674737393/

Carolingian 

Dynasty

751-987

Brief history of France 

from 481 to the French 

Revolution (1789)

https://elliotfern.com/en/charlemagne-emperor-the-kingdom-of-the-franks-481-987
https://elliotfern.com/en/charlemagne-emperor-the-kingdom-of-the-franks-481-987
https://elliotfern.com/en/charlemagne-emperor-the-kingdom-of-the-franks-481-987
https://www.britannica.com/place/France/Charlemagne
https://www.britannica.com/place/France/Charlemagne
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Charlemagne
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Charlemagne
https://www.amazon.com/Emperor-Charlemagne-R-Chamberlin-ebook/dp/B08994S6SR/
https://www.amazon.com/Emperor-Charlemagne-R-Chamberlin-ebook/dp/B08994S6SR/
https://www.amazon.com/Emperor-Charlemagne-R-Chamberlin-ebook/dp/B08994S6SR/
https://www.amazon.com/Emperor-World-Charlemagne-Construction-Authority/dp/1501748513/
https://www.amazon.com/Emperor-World-Charlemagne-Construction-Authority/dp/1501748513/
https://www.amazon.com/Emperor-World-Charlemagne-Construction-Authority/dp/1501748513/
https://www.amazon.com/Emperor-World-Charlemagne-Construction-Authority/dp/1501748513/
https://www.amazon.com/Charlemagne-Johannes-Fried/dp/0674737393/
https://www.amazon.com/Charlemagne-Johannes-Fried/dp/0674737393/
https://www.amazon.com/Charlemagne-Johannes-Fried/dp/0674737393/
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Image

Image source:   

https://www.edmaps.com/html/world_history_maps.html

Carolingian 

Dynasty

751-987

• However once Charlemage died, the empire 

was in the hands of his son Louis the Pious, 

who then inherited to his three sons. After a 

while, the land was divided in three sections 

under the treaty of Verdun in 843: 

1. Francia Occidentalis in the west, to 

Charles II the Bald

2. Francia Orientalis in the east to Louis II 

the German

3. Francia Media including Italy and 

Rome, to Lothar I who also inherited 

the title of Emperor. 

• The success of Charlemagne was not 

surpassed by his descendents, who saw the 

empire in between family quarrels and the 

constant invasions of the Vikings, the 

Hungarians, and Muslims. The centralized 

vassalage system entered crisis, when the 

aristocrats won too much power in the 

kingdom.

Brief history of France 

from 481 to the French 

Revolution (1789)
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Carolingian 

Dynasty

751-987

• The importance of understanding 

Charlemagne's legacy is crucial in matters of 

corporate strategy.

• The vassalage system still exists in our days at 

the level of multinational corporations and 

private-public partnerships. The basis of trade 

were established in this piece of history.

• Trading ports allowed  urbanization, 

residential expansion and the beginning of  

manufacturing ateliers. Annual fairs permitted 

commerce from faraway lands. 

• The centres of trading indorsed local artist’s 

and crafts workroom to produce pots, 

ceramics, art, salt, perishable goods, etc.

The trade flows were linked to tax collection.

• The power was accrued with the grants of 

lands to the main vassals , who at the same 

time had to supervise and monitor other 

counties, who also had to control sub counties 

and knights.

KING

Counties

(Earl or Count)

Principate

(Prince)

Duchy

(duke)

Ecclesiastic 

institutions

The philosophy of the Vassalage System of the Carolingians still exist in our 

days under terms of “Exchange of favors for economic-political-social 

protection”…

Sub-Kingdoms

(Sub-kings)

Marquisates

(Marquis)

Knights

F

I

E

F

F

I

E

F

Power Blocks of counties

P

E

A

S

A

N

T

S

City churches

Monasteries

Abbeys

Oath of

loyalty

Military support

Royal Agents

Missi

Dominici

TAXES

Brief history of France from

481 to the French 

Revolution (1789)
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• The Capetian dynasty is understood as the period or Francia rulers since Huge 

Capet (elected King in  987) to Charles IV (The Beautiful) who reigned until 

1328.

• Hugh Capet was ruling from the Ile of France, a whole territory that was 

reigned by independent real powers all over the territory, tied all under a 

“religious” oath of fidelity to the King.

• The king in exchange had the rights to enforce justice, to impose tolls and 

taxes over castles, estates, forests, villages, towns in the royal domain. The 

king-controlled monasteries in his territories. The king regulated prices, levied 

fees at fairs and markets. 

• During the 11th century, the Capetian kings relied on diplomacy, strategic 

alliances with other territorial princess to counter any rival coalition. In 

addition, they used the catholic church structure (archbishops and bishops) to 

contain any possible grandiose high office from chatelains or the nobles of 

the big regions. In exchange, the king granted protection  and privileges to 

many monasteries and abbeys, and many abbots and priests played 

prominent roles in statecraft.

• Philip II was the first king who bought support from the nobles, town counts 

and clergy with attractive concessions. In 1189 he established the baillis 

(officers to supervise the kings prevots, collected the revenues due to the 

Crown.

• Each of the following kings, continued strengthening the expansion of the 

kingdom, either by treaties, wars, or marriages.

• The feudalism established its roots during this period: The social classes were 

three: the Rulers and the nobles, the Clergy and the Peasants.

• Three crusades to Jerusalem took place under the Capetians.

• Economically, the construction of towns and cities grew, The heavy labour of 

the peasants began to be commuted to return for money rents for a fixed 

term (lifetime), or a portion of crops.

Capetian 

Dynasty

987-1328

Capetian kings

Hugh Capet (987-996)

Robert II The pious (996-1031)

Henry I (1031-1060)

Philip I(1060-1108)

Louis VI The Fat (1108-1137) 

Louis VII ((1137-1180)

Philip Augustus II (1180-1223)

Louis VIIIl (1223-1226)

Louis IX (1226-1270)

Philip III (1270-1285)

Philip IV the Fair (1285-1314)

Louis X (1314-1316)

Phillip V the Tall (1316-1322)

Charles IV (1322-1328)

Brief history of France from 481 to the French Revolution (1789)
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This image shows the different domains 

during the first century of the Capetian

Dynasty.

The black region is the royal direct control 

domain. The rest of duchies were either 

feuds under Count de Blois (around Ile de 

Paris), and the rest are feuds with loyalty 

to the crown, but with little real control 

from the monarchy.

Capetian 

Dynasty

987-1328

Source: 

https://www.edmaps.com/h

tml/mirot.html

This image shows how the royal domain 

grew to the Duchy of Normandy, Part of 

Burgundy, Nevers, Part of Artois, and 

Tolouse. The British feuds are now located 

in the Duchy of Guyenne. The rest were 

under the religious oath of Fidelity to the 

Crown.

This image shows the expansion of the 

royal domains under two modalities: (1) 

direct control, and prerogatives or feuds 

under oath of loyalty.

The Feuds of England are in the southwest 

part of Guyenne (The area of Bordeaux).

Brief history of France from 481 to the French Revolution (1789)

Maps: https://www.edmaps.com/html/mirot.html

https://www.edmaps.com/html/mirot.html
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• For us is truly important that you can recongize

certain elements of the feudalism (Middle Ages) 

that still exist in the majority of the world.

• Only 16% of the global  families population earns 

above US$3,000/month. This leaves 84% of all of 

us as “low class citizens ”or suffering 

multidimensional poverty. 

• Our economic systems in the developing

economies are required to re-study and analyze

the wage variable in financial valuation.  We 

believe that the whole renovation of capitalism is 

linked to offer better salaries to improve the 

quality of life to raise out of poverty.

• Analyse the parallel between capitalism and

feudalism in developing economies.

Capetian 

Dynasty

987-1328
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Brief history of France from 481 to the French 

Revolution (1789)
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Valois Dynasty

1328-1589

• The Valois Dynasty started with Philip VI of Valois, the Grandson of Philip III, 

according to the Salic Law, was the next in male line. Philip VI reigned from 1328 

to 1350.

• During this period, the longest war in Europe´s history took place between two 

monarchies: England and France, from 1337-1453.

• The ruler of Brittany received his title of Duke from the French Crown in 1297, 

other fiefdoms who held territorial princes or counts held their lands as vassals of 

the French monarchy, but without a recognition title. So Philip VI of Valois gave 

titles, also to Languedoc, Normandy and Champagne.

• Under John II, the war between England and France intensified. Many nobles 

suffered appalling losses. In addition, his successor Charles V, without a proper 

army,  was confronted with a weak and low support from the nobles, who were 

living famine, war, and then the Black Death plague arrived in 1348 at Marseille. 

• Around 1/3 of France population died by 1350, and the conditions of poverty and

famine incited the Jacquerie (1358), the first peasants revolt, that murdered 

nobles in the village of Saint Leu. The plague continued with several outbreaks 

too.

• The next king Charles V the Wise, was a superb organizer, and he began a 

reforms plan, that included efficiency in tax collections and the rebuilding-

modernizing of the royal Army. This king was able to keep the English at bay,

with exception of Calais.

• The following successor Charles VI, proved misgovernment and lack of sanity, so 

his ruling was for some years in the hands of Duke Philip II the Bold (1364-1404).  

In the meantime, England´s King Henry V continued seizing and taking 

possession of most of France north of the Loire, When Charles VII took the throne 

in 1422, was forced to relocate to the south of the Loire. Joan of Arc is the 

example of a nascent patriotism. The Duke of Burgundy abandoned to support 

the English in 1435, and during the following years the war between England and 

France came to an end.

Valois Dynasty

Philip VI (1328-1350)

John II The Good (1350-1364)

Charles V the Wise (1364-1380)

Charles VI (1380-1422)

Charles VII (1422-1461)

Louis XI (1461-1783)

Charles VIII the Affable (1483-1498)

Louis XII (1498-1515)

Francis I (1515-1547)

Henry II (1547-1559)

Francis II (1559-1560)

Charles IX (1560-1574)

Henry III (1574-1589)

Catherine 

Medici

Regent

Brief history of France from 481 to the French Revolution (1789)
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Valois Dynasty

1328-1589

Brief history of France from 481 to the French Revolution (1789)

References:
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Valois Dynasty

1328-1589

• The end of war found France in an economic crisis. France was left out of the 

commerce fairs and trade ports, meanwhile the Italian Venetian and Genoese 

bankers and merchants upsurged.

• Even though historians remark that the feudal manorial system disappeared in the 

period of Charles VII, what really changed were the terms of the feudal contracts: 

landlords granted perpetual tenancies. The serfs were granted a free brand, but 

they continued tied to the nobles, who switched to administrative, clergy or army 

positions to survive.  Successful new merchants began the ascendance to the noble 

class, by purchasing noble states in crisis, or by acquiring ennoblement titles from 

the king in exchange for money.

• Nobility was a motive of aspiration: the noblesse de la robe (wealthy new 

merchants) vs the noblesse d´epée (the traditional who won the title in military 

service to the king.

• The noblesse de la robe continued growing, because the government  was required 

of new personnel to fill the military organization, and the financial taxes office:

annual, permanent and new taxes were levied, and the direct property tax replaced 

the hearth (oath of loyalty that nobles and clergy were previously exempted).

• As of 1453 all the lands of France were subject entirely to the Central Government. 

When King Louis XI arrived, he wanted to gain the control fully, cutting 

independence of Burgundy and Picardy.  His son Charles VIII the Affable, acquired 

the kingdom of Brittany. 

• Louis XII and Francis I built central ruling institutions, the justice and fiscal systems

were reformed, and numerous numbers of royal officers were appointed.

• Money circulation  was expanded, and the first Treasury bureau was established as 

a taxes collection agency, and finance ministry. The army continued expanding and 

the church fell under the control of the monarchy.  The autonomy of the French 

Church from the Papacy  triggered the Concordat of Bologna in 1516.

• The French crown allowed to control the church of France appointments, in 

exchange the church provided an annual don gratuity to the state.

Brief history of France from 481 to the French Revolution (1789)
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Valois Dynasty

1328-1589

• Under Louis XI the good climate conditions, and the new luxury artistic venues for 

monetary transactions began. The Merchants interregional trade, and small local 

ateliers continued being transacted in the region and beyond.

• The king XI and his successor Francis I introduced the era of the French 

International Exploration,  when explorer Jacques Cartier took possession of 

Canada in 1534

• Francis I was faced with conflicts against the neighbour ruler Charles V of 

Habsburg, who extended his Holy Roman Sacred Empire to Spain, Germany and 

the Netherlands.

• Francis I was the patron of the Cultural Renaissance and Learning of France.

Leonardo Da Vince was invited to Paris French Court in 1516. Numerous poets, 

dramaturgs, music, and paintings were flowing from this land. The Louvre 

construction began, the Royal Library of Fontainebleau, the Collegium Trilingue 

(Greek, Hebrew, Latin, above French), the classics were the foundational in Schools. 

The Latin remained for the intellectual circles of the new Humanism, meanwhile 

French vernacular remained in the government and the population. Reading books 

was only for the nobles, clergy, professional classes. The great majority: urban 

laborers, and peasants weren´t able to read books.

• Once John Calvin founded the protestant church in Geneva, then the Huguenots, 

by the end of 1550s, began to suffer persecution under king Henry II. The edict of 

Chateaubriand (1551), civil and clergy courts punished protestants, economically 

and with death

• Under the following kings: Francis II, Charles IX and Henry III, the religion conflicts

increased and converted into wars, of different solid families as the Guise,

Montmorency and the Bourbons. These three kings were the sons of Catherine of 

Medici who began to murder protestant rulers, and other prominent figures. The St 

Bartholomew´s day massacre aggravated the assassinations of protestants.

• When Henry III was murdered in revenge, before his death he crowned Henry IV of 

Navarre as his heir, converting him in the first ruler of the Bourbon legacy.

Henry II and Caterine de Medici wedding under pope 

Clement. It was painted by Chimenti da Empoli, 

Jacopo,1551–1640,Italian painter.

Brief history of France from 481 to the French Revolution (1789)
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• King Henry IV issued an edict of toleration that controlled the religion

persecution. HE also guaranteed the Peace of Vervins treaty with Spain. He

focused his priorities to alleviate the crisis left by the religious conflicts, and 

then to rebuild the local economy. He instilled the public good value 

proposition with dedicated public servants some of them Huguenots. 

• In 1608 the Quebec city was founded by Samuel de Champlain, who also 

established the first New France colony. Henry IV promoted domestic luxury 

industries, to secure a surplus of exports over imports. He was stabbed to 

death in 1610.

• King Louis XIII was a boy of 9 years old when he inherited the throne, so his 

mother Maria de Medici became a disastrous regent. Cardenal Richeliu held

the reins in 1624 on behalf the king, and focused to secure the monarchy

against its rivals (external and internal). He solved the conflict with the

Huguenots, then converted all nobles in decorative court appendages. 

Created the Provincial Intendants. Imposed tax on Clergy´s properties. He 

died and so do the king 5 months later.

• King Louis XIV was a child of less than 5 years old, and his regent was Cardinal 

Mazarin, who continued with same policies than the predecessor. With the 

Peace of Westphalia in place (1648), Mazarin dedicated fully to supress 

rebellions from the nobles and independent parlements. King XIV acquired a

Spanish Bride as a teenager to avoid future wars with Spain. As of 1661, Louis 

XIV took the throne, prepared to govern in strategy and his own style.

• The figure of the sun king emerged with Louis XIV, He received more than 

80% of inhabitants (peasants and urban labourers) living in edge of misery

and precariousness.  He decided to invest taxes in infrastructure to build his 

palace, and governed from the royal hunting lodge at Versailles.

• Louis XIV was a strong patron of arts under the commission system of Italy. 

This is the time of Moliere, de la Fontaine, de Bergerac, and Rene Descartes.

Bourbon  

Dynasty

1582-1793

House of Bourbon

Henry IV of Navarre (1589-1610)

Louis XIII (1610-1643) Cardinal 

Rocheliu regent until 1642

Louis XIV (1643-1715) Cardinal 

Mazarin regent until 1661

Louis XV (1715-1774)

Louis XVI (1774-1792) executed in the

French Revolution.

Brief history of France from 481 to the French Revolution (1789)

Under the reign of Louis XIV, 

art in its forms included

science, to uplift the public; 

capturing a natural beauty. 

Never vulgar, but pursuing

perfection.
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• During the time of king Louis XIV, there was an urge of 

precision and order in society. Descartes devised a set of four 

rules for dependable knowledge:

1. Accept only clear self evident true ideas

2. Analyze

3. Arrange each idea from the simplest to the complex

4. Establish a complete way of thinking as consistent as 

possible.

• The Cartesian system disrupted France, including Louis XIV 

strong desire to put his finances in order. The goal of the king 

was to make France most powerful kingdom in Europe and 

overseas. His finance ministers promoted domestic 

manufacturing, developed the merchant marine, founded new 

luxury industries, and sat barriers of entry to the Dutch and 

English competitors, starting a protection of the local 

economy. He also turned against protestants again with the

Edict of Fontainebleau. More than 200,000 protestants went to 

English North America or migrated to England, the Dutch 

Republic and Brandenburg.

• Overseas, Louis XIV fortified the monarchy with the foundation 

of the French East Indies and the West Indies companies. 

Montreal was founded in 1642, as a fur-trading centre, the

Mississippi Region and Louisiana (New Orleans was settled) 

and were added as territories of France in America.

• In the Caribbean France acquired Martinique, Guadeloupe, 

Saint Barth and Saint Martin. And Saint Dominique (Haiti) 

became the port for slave trade from Africa to the USA. Sugar, 

coffee, Indigo were the products that flew to France, 

Bourbon  

Dynasty

1582-1793

Brief history of France from 481 to the French Revolution (1789)

“Slave trade to French Colonies in West Indies islands

first, and as of 1719 to North America was used mainly

for sugar, indigo, tobacco production and other

plantation products”.
Of the 1,381,000 Africans loaded onto French ships during the 
course of the transatlantic trade, 1,165,000 survived the Middle 
Passage to encounter harsh conditions mostly in French 
Caribbean colonies.
https://slaveryandremembrance.org/articles/article/?id=A0097
https://www.historymuseum.ca/virtual-museum-of-new-
france/population/slavery/
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• Louis XIV continued his expansion plan to conquer parts of the 

Netherlands, the Austrian Habsburgs, until the Grand Alliance 

entered the scene to keep the balance of territories. The peace 

of Utrecht  marked the end of this king battles in Europe.

• King Louis XV a 5 year old had to wait for some years to rule, 

meanwhile Philippe II duke of D´Orleans was named the 

regent.  The regent´s priority was to raise money, and he got 

in troubles by supporting the Compagnie de la Louisiane, an 

speculation phenomena that burst the returns in a pyramidal 

Ponzi Scheme.

• Cardinal Fleury was appointed for a few years until the king XV

was ready to take the throne in 1743 at 33 years old. His

period was characterized as a too indolent, and too fervent for

pleasure of mistresses and gambling. His primary mistress was 

Madame Marquise de Pompadour, who many times took 

decision on behalf the king.

• Under Louis XV, Montreal was lost to the British. Including 

Guadeloupe, and the French East Indies Company in Asia was 

ruined. In the USA they surrendered the Mississippi to the 

Spanish. 

• In France, Louis XV imposed a 5% income tax to all, but

without success. The Parliament was a mess of suspensions,

and struggles within order plans from the king, until he died in 

1774.

• Here we are landing into the kingdom of Louis XVI. He was 

well-meant, but lazy. Under his mandate, he was able to 

continue the strategy of industrial production, foreign trade 

and commerce. But the peasants, continued with precarious 

status. 
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Brief history of France from 481 to the French Revolution (1789)

Louis XV lost important French colonies 

overseas, and wasn´t able to focus on the 

majority of the French Population: the 

peasants and urban dwellers.
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Bourbon  

Dynasty

1582-1793

Brief history of France from 481 to the French Revolution (1789)

Map Source: https://courses.lumenlearning.com/suny-fmcc-

worldcivilization2-1/chapter/france-under-louis-xv/

During the Seven Years war that 

ended in 1763, “Great Britain 

conquered the French colonies of 

Canada, Guadeloupe, Saint Lucia, 

Dominica, Grenada, Saint Vincent 

and the Grenadines, and Tobago, 

the French trading posts in India, 

the slave-trading station at 

Gorée, the Sénégal River and its 

settlements, and the Spanish 

colonies of Manila in the 

Philippines and Havana in Cuba. 

France captured Minorca and 

British trading posts in Sumatra 

while Spain captured the border 

fortress of Almeida in Portugal 

and Colonia del Sacramento in 

South America”.
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• Louis XVI was born in 1754 and married Marie Antoinette of 

Austria in 1770. His father died without acceding to the throne 

and Louis succeeded his grandfather, Louis XV, in 1774.

• Louis XVI was an important American ally during the American 

Revolution.

• In the meantime, from the spring of 1776, France and Spain 

were informally involved in the American Revolutionary War. 

France supported the Americans directly against the British.

• France, already in financial trouble, was economically 

exhausted by borrowing to pay for the American war and 

using up all its credit. Its participation in the war created the 

financial disasters that marked the 1780s. Louis XVI regime 

was practically in bankruptcy.

• Louis XVI was not able to find a good financial minister in 15 

years: From Robert Turgot, to Jacques Necker, to Charles de 

Calonne, who finally tried to abolish the corvée (unpaid labor 

as toward constructing roads due or a labor exacted in lieu of 

taxes by public authorities especially for highway construction 

or repair). Calonne strategy in attacking privilege woke the 

rejection of the nobles and Parliament, when he tried to tax 

land of the rich as much as the poor.

• The result is that the Parliament refused the register the

approval of such tax, causing rejection from all.The French 

monarchs confronted resistance and disaffection at the upper, 

middle and low class by 1789.

• Arrested just prior to the proclamation of the French Republic, 

he was guillotined in 1793. 
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Louis XVI was trying to regulate a pre-

capitalist system using a semi-feudal 

social order, in the middle of an

enlightenment season of the intellectuals.

A season in which inequality grew more 

given the lack of a good financial minister.

Portrait of Louis XVI (1745-93)

Gobelins Manufactory (Manufacturer)

Joseph Siffred Duplessis (Artist)

ca. 1774 wool tapestry
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Brief history of France from 481 to the French Revolution (1789)

The context of 1789, for the French

monarchy was the burst of more than 

1000 years of a semi-feudal system that 

wasn´t transformed in the milieu of  

philosophical enlightenment lumieres who 

began to demand transformations even 

before Descartes.

The storming of the Bastille—a military fortress and prison—on July 
14, 1789, in a violent uprising that helped usher in the French 
Revolution. Oeuvre: Storming of The Bastille, Jean-Pierre Houël

Parlament

Nobles & 

Aristocrats

Intellectuals

Middle Class

Peasants

French Monarchy, Louis XVI and his family, 

was repudiated by

Courtiers

Urban Labourers
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NEXT: We will publish again next Friday 24th of March

The following topic is “Who moved the ways of the Enlightenment, The French Philosophes”. 
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