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Our trajectory for the next 6 months

Leg 1: Introduction

Leg 2: The enlightenment 

definition

Leg 3: The enlightenment strategically 

explained

Leg 5

Leg 4

Leg 7

Leg 6

Season 2

Spring/Summer Saga 2023

Season 1

Winter/Spring Saga 2023



1. Introduction

2. What is the Enlightenment

3. How does the enlightenment commence-Origins

Who moved the ways of the Enlightenment?

4. Part A-The Dutch

5. Part B-The Germans

(2 episodes)

6. Part C – The British 

(3 episodes)

8.    Part D – The Italians

(2 episodes)

9.    Part E –The French

(2 episodes)

10.   Part F - the Spaniards-Portuguese

(2 Episodes)

1. Spinoza´s truth, fallacies and wrongs

2. Kant's Prominence

3. Adam Smith Importance

4. Rousseau´s Anti-Philosophes

5. Voltaire pro Royalism

6. Diderot´s Encyclopedia 

7. When does the Enlightenment take place? Entire 

Chronology Map

8. The French Revolution

9. Different Canons of the Enlightenment Part A

10. Different Canons of the Enlightenment Part B

11. The Enlightenment and freedom of thought or 

speech

12. The Enlightenment and Science

13. The Enlightenment and Ethics

14. The Enlightenment and Toleration

15. The Enlightenment and Racial Differences/Slavery

16. The Enlightenment and woman

17. Why is the enlightenment so important in our 

days.

18. Comparative Analysis Radical-Moderate-Counter 

Enlightenment

19. Research agenda for the next Generation ahead

20. Summary and Conclusions.
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Our reviewed Outline. This content is subject to change in depth and extensive dedication.
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Announcement: Season II publications will increase in 

frequency per week. The detailed schedule will be released 

with the dynamics of the Ocean Race 2022-2023 route journey. 

We expect to publish twice per week as of Leg 4.
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Outline per month MARCH  2023 
SUN       MON TUES WED THURS FRI     SAT

1 2 3

Leg 3

Episode 6C Who moved the ways of the enlightenment (Part C)

The British Philosophers (continuation) Section III

4

5 6 7 8 9 10

Leg 3

Episode 7A Who moved the ways of the enlightenment (Part D)

The Italian historic context and main philosophers

11

12 13

Leg 3

Episode 7B

Italians section II

14 15 16 17

Leg 3

Episode 8A Who moved the ways of the enlightenment (Part E)

The French historic context Section I

18

19 20 21 22 23 24

Leg 3

Episode 8B Who moved the ways of the enlightenment (Part E) 

The French Philosophers Section II

25

26 27 28 29 30 31

Leg 3

Episode 9A Who moved the ways of the Enlightenment (Part F)

The Spanish/Portuguese historical context Section I

Today



SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

1

2 3 4 5 6 7

Leg 3

Episode 9B Who moved the ways of the Enlightenment (Part F)

The Spanish and Portuguese Philosophers Section II

8
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30
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Outline per month APRIL 2023

“From the Enlightenment to Business Models” Season 2, will

begin with leg 4, from Itajai to Newport on Sunday 23rd April 2023
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B. De Felice
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Who was who in the Italian Enlightenment seasons?

Giambatista

Vico

Paolo 

Doria

Pietro 

Giannone

Antonio 

Conti
Leonardo 

di Capoa
Cesare 

Beccaria

Antonio 

Genovesi

Carl 

Antonio 

Pilati

Costantino

Grimaldi

Ludovico 

Muratori

Pietro

Verri

Alessandro 

Verri

Carlo di 

Firmian
Guissepe

Gorani

Celestino

Galiani

Photo sources: from several public websites.

Gaetano 

Filangieri

Today

Gian 

Vincenzo

Gravina

Giacinto

Dragonneti
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From the Enlightenment to Business Models
Going with the Ocean Strategy Race 2023

Giambatista Vico

(1668-1744)

Who was who in the Italian Enlightenment?

Photo Source and References for further reading:

Chapters 12, 13. Democratic Enlightenment. J. Israel.

Chapter 35 Radical Enlightenment. J. Israel

Chapter 20 Enlightenment Contested. J. Israel.

https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/giambattista-

vico_%28altro%29/

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Giambattista-Vico

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/vico/

• Giovanni Battista Vico was born in Naples, he was raised in a scarceness upbringing household. But, his 

father network of clients, who was a bookseller, allowed him to send Vico to be educated under various 

schools, including Jesuit tutors. Finally he joined the University of Naples, receiving a doctorate degree in 

law in 1694. 

• He was a self-taught person who also made a living by tutoring the sons of Domenico Rocca in Vatolla, 

and once he returned back to Naples, he married Teresa Destito, procreating 8 children (3 of them died).  

• He was hired as professor of rhetoric in Naples, and he failed to gain a Chair in law that he actively sought 

there.

• His most remarkable book is “Scienza Nuova” was misunderstood, and he was attacked of “antimodern 

and traditionalist”. Nevertheless, several researchers including Israel, have concluded that Vico, was simply 

preoccupied mainly with the “process of history”, “patterns and stages of history as a sequence of stages 

in the development of peoples, a process of evolution through a series of functionally related, but not 

identical phases of culture, institutions, and politics in a fixed order”.  

• Vico had no choice but to rebuke Spinoza, Descartes, Locke, Bayle, Machiavelli, Hobbes, and even 

Newton´s systems, because he believed in the “Divine Providence”.

• Divine  Providence (DP) is defined as the historical process which gradually tame mankind, from barbarism 

to a more settled, orderly state, and a society based upon reason: In Vico´s own words:

• DP has omnipotence as Minister

• DP has infinite wisdom as councilor

• DP has its own immeasurable goodness

• DP is the outcome of nature in interaction with human aspirations, customs and concerns.  It 

manifests in human institutions, laws, religions guiding men , no matter what religion. It is a 

guiding force which men perceive and venerate it.Great Monarchies 

pursue universal 

satisfaction and 

content of all 

peoples

Human societies pass through stages: 

Bestial age, Age of Gods, Age of heroes and 

Age of Men,  with the risk to go back to the  

Age of  Degeneration (second barbarism).

The human race 

is driven by 

ferocity, avarice 

and ambition

Philosophical 

Autobiography is 

history for edification 

of students.

Christian religion  is not 

merely justice but charity 

toward all mankind

https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/giambattista-vico_%28altro%29/
https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/giambattista-vico_%28altro%29/
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Giambattista-Vico
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/vico/
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From the Enlightenment to Business Models
Going with the Ocean Strategy Race 2023

Paolo Mattias Doria

(1667-1746)

Who was who in the Italian Enlightenment?

Photo Source and References for further reading:

Chapters 12, 13. Democratic Enlightenment. J. Israel.

Chapter 35 Radical Enlightenment. J. Israel

Chapter 20 Enlightenment Contested. J. Israel.

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Doria-family

https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/paolo-mattia-doria_%28Il-

Contributo-italiano-alla-storia-del-Pensiero:-Filosofia%29/

• Doria was born in Genoa, from one of the highest aristocratic governing families. His education 

included his mother´s tutorship. He joined the Medinacoeli Academy in Naples.

• Doria´s upbringing explains why he was deeply influenced by the Renaissance intellectual traditions, 

particularly in the fields of philosophy, politics, economics in the context of the beginnings of the 

British-Dutch maritime power.

• Doria´s philosophical reflections were born in the context of trying to understand the conditions of the 

Neapolitan government and its economic prospects for the future. He wished to seek remedies for 

this society's ills. 

• His priorities were to revive Plato´s in opposition to Descartes, Locke, Malebrance, Spinoza, Voltaire 

and even Newton. He was highly critical of Muratori, Conti and Maffei. In this moment in time, Italy 

was still under Cartesian influence. Doria as a loyal catholic who believed in the second coming of 

Christ, but at the same time he was a Neoplatonic philosopher.

• Doria claimed that the “Providenza di Dio” is the infinitely perfect order of things. He claimed that 

Epicurean and Spinozist ethics undermine virtue and public spiritedness in the republic, discourages 

military valor and love of glory and inducing men to prize only their own concerns and pleasures.

• His major work “Idea for a perfect republic”, expresses his preference for aristocratic republics over 

monarchies. He disapproved democracy as Ancient Athens but extolled the perfection of the Spartan 

Republic. His book was censored by the Bourbons, consigned to the flames. 

• Doria revived the idea of a Platonic republicanism of philosophic magistrates, in which an anti-

Enlightenment Catholicism would become a kind of civil religion. In Naples he led his group of self-

styled “ancients” against the scientific “moderns

Human happiness 

and harmony are 

attainable  with 

virtues to help each 

other

There is a 

difference in a 

natural economy 

(real trade) and an 

abstract economy 

(ideal trade)

Domestic 

production 

trade must be 

stimulated 

instead of 

foreign trade

Europe  inevitably 

will become 

impoverished and 

weakened under the 

global trade 

premises.

There is a 

difference between 

natural dispositions 

and abstract 

constructions

The very essence of civil 

life is the possibility of 

recognizing the link 

between passions and 

conscious choices

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Doria-family
https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/paolo-mattia-doria_%28Il-Contributo-italiano-alla-storia-del-Pensiero:-Filosofia%29/
https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/paolo-mattia-doria_%28Il-Contributo-italiano-alla-storia-del-Pensiero:-Filosofia%29/
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From the Enlightenment to Business Models
Going with the Ocean Strategy Race 2023

Pietro Giannone

(1676-1734)

Who was who in the Italian Enlightenment?

Photo Source and References for further reading:

Chapters 12, 13. Democratic Enlightenment. J. Israel.

Chapter 35 Radical Enlightenment. J. Israel

Chapter 20 Enlightenment Contested. J. Israel.

https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/pietro-giannone_%28Il-

Contributo-italiano-alla-storia-del-Pensiero:-Filosofia%29/

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Pietro-Giannone

• Giannone´s life is the example of many Enlightenment figures who took the risk to write their own 

interpretations and conflicts with the Roman Catholic hierarchy.

• From a poor family, he was rescued with financial help from an archpriest uncle who send him to study 

law to Naples. He graduated in 1698, to work with Gaetano Argento, and admitted him to the 

academy of young lawyer who were interested in the origin of civil history.

• He adopted Cartesianism, in the context of Naples under the Spanish Crown. His book “The civil 

History of the Kingdom of Naples” (1723), caused polemics, and it was prohibited by the Pope Benedict 

XIII. He was excommunicated and relocated to Vienna. In Vienna he received financial pension from 

Charles VI of Habsburg. Giannone had access to the court, and Prince Eugene of Savoy bibliotheque.

• In Vienna, he started to prepare the book “The Triregnum”, or “The triple Crown, or the Reign of 

Heaven, Earth and the Pope”.  From 1731-1734 he was fully devoted to write it.  Giannone lost the 

royal alimony, and he was forced to leave to Venice. All in the context of the War of  the Polish 

Succession, which affected Austria, and when the Spanish Charles III entered in triumph into Naples, 

Sicily, Palermo.

• In Venice, he stayed shortly, before escaping to Modena, then to Geneva. While living there, he was 

arrested while visiting Piedmont by the soldiers of the Savoyard monarch in 1736. For the next 12 

years he was writing in several castles´ prisons, and died in Turin, while revising his works.

• In his later prison years, he left the initial radicalism, and came to what is known “Catholicism deism”.

The doctrine of 

the soul´s 

immortality has 

no biblical basis 

or legitimacy

He discredited 

the Catholic 

Church´s claims of 

supremacy.

The Triregnum: 

Return a hidden 

past to the present 

and future is erudite 

completion

Church needs to go 

back to which Christ 

and his apostles had 

left it

He demolishes the 

Church´s teaching 

on Purgatory, 

Heaven and Hell
He rejects 

divine 

authorship of 

the Pentateuch

https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/pietro-giannone_%28Il-Contributo-italiano-alla-storia-del-Pensiero:-Filosofia%29/
https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/pietro-giannone_%28Il-Contributo-italiano-alla-storia-del-Pensiero:-Filosofia%29/
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Pietro-Giannone
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From the Enlightenment to Business Models
Going with the Ocean Strategy Race 2023

Antonio Conti (Schinella)

(1677-1749)

Who was who in the Italian Enlightenment?

Photo Source and References for further reading:

Chapters 12, 13. Democratic Enlightenment. J. Israel.

Chapter 35 Radical Enlightenment. J. Israel

Chapter 20 Enlightenment Contested. J. Israel.

https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/antonio-conti_(Dizionario-

Biografico)

• Conti was born from a noble family of Padua. He became a priest as a young man, and in 1699 he 

entered the congregation of the Oratory Fathers in Venice but ceased his religious duties in 1708. 

His upbringing allowed him to be educated in Platonic-Augustinian formation, French, and modern 

sciences. As an abbot, and with his family resources he was able to follow readings in math, 

astronomy, medical/natural treatises. 

• When he returned to Padua, he continued studying under Fardella´s guidance. He learned about 

Descartes and Malebranche there. Then he moved to Paris in 1713, to continue his studies. He met 

Malebranche there and continued with Leibniz and Newton.

• In 1715, he met Newton in England, and was elected associate of the Royal Society. He traveled 

between London, Holland and Germany.

• In 1718, he returned back to Paris, and networked with all the enlightenment figures of the time. 

Returning back to Italy in 1726, his main preoccupation was the inquiry of the motive force in 

bodies and generation of living things.

• He rejected Descartes, Malebranche, then Newton and embraced Vico´s interpretation of 

contemplating Providence of God and interpreting history. He became the leader of the Venetian 

Radical Philosophical coterie.

• In 1735, he was secretly denounced to the Inquisition, but his circle of Venetian nobles saved him 

from deportation or prison.

• His roots of a noble patrician background did not protect his writings, unless he kept them 

unpublished. After his death, his works were printed in 1756.

Conti recognized 

the origin of life in 

the motion innate in 

all matter

Conti was an 

extreme mechanist 

that rejected all 

mainstream 

moderate 

enlightenment

The deportation 

of Giannone and 

Conti´s 

denunciation 

sufficed to 

disarray free-

thinkers in Venice.

Conti rejected 

Locke and Newton 

about the origin 

of Man´s ideas.

He defended 

the prestige of 

the scientific 

method 

research

https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/antonio-conti_(Dizionario-Biografico)
https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/antonio-conti_(Dizionario-Biografico)
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From the Enlightenment to Business Models
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Pietro Verri

(1728-1797)

Who was who in the Italian Enlightenment?

Photo Source and References for further reading:

Chapters 12, 13. Democratic Enlightenment. J. Israel.

Chapter 35 Radical Enlightenment. J. Israel

Chapter 20 Enlightenment Contested. J. Israel.

https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/pietro-verri_%28altro%29/

https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/alessandro-verri_(Dizionario-Biografico)

• Pietro Verri was born into a Patrician Milanese family of moderate wealth. He Studied at the Jesuit 

School of Parma, and then obtained a law degree in Pavia.

• Pietro joined the Austrian Army, to fight in the Seven years War, which was being fought against 

Frederick II of Prussia.  Then he returned to Milan in 1761, and joined a State of Milan appointment, and 

then as a councillor of the Supreme Council of Economy. 

• What started as a circle of young nobles to discuss, play, read French and English Writers, then evolved 

into  writing a short journal magazine Il Caffe from 1764 to 1766.

• Verri´s publications at Il Caffe were related to economics, to wealth. Monopolies, economic thought, and 

critics to the aristocracy of Milan linked to the enlightened despotism, etc.

• Alessandro Verri, also followed the same steps in education as his older brother Pietro.

• His writings monitored moderation, avoiding the radical ideas of enlightenment, nevertheless, by 1766; 

his travels to London, made him switch to support the British Enlightenment, retreating completely from 

the radical thoughts. Eventually Alessandro became a champion of the counter-enlightenment.

The goal of the 

social contract is the 

well-being of the 

individuals joining 

together in society.

The Verri´s became 

the most eloquent 

local supporters of 

the Habsburg 

imperial enlightened 

reform

Any change or reform 

in society relies on the 

principle of 

enlightened princely 

absolutism

Public happiness 

must be distributed 

with the greatest 

equality possible

The Verri´s paired 

with aristocrats 

who unwilled to 

break with the 

church.

Alessandro Verri

(1741-1816)

https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/pietro-verri_%28altro%29/
https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/alessandro-verri_(Dizionario-Biografico)
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From the Enlightenment to Business Models
Going with the Ocean Strategy Race 2023

Leonardo de Capua

(1617-1695)

Who was who in the Italian Enlightenment?

Photo Source and References for further reading:

Chapters 12, 13. Democratic Enlightenment. J. Israel.

Chapter 5, 35 Radical Enlightenment. J. Israel

Chapter 20 Enlightenment Contested. J. Israel.

https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/leonardo-di-

capua_(Dizionario-Biografico)

• Leonardo de Capua was born in Bagnoli Irpino. Since he was a child he showed high interest for 

devouring books with so much passion at 11 years old. He went to study at the school of the Fathers 

of the Society of Jesus in Naples. There he studied philosophy and theology for 7 years. At 18 he 

began to study law, and then he turned his career into Medicine.

• Through the years, De Capua, won a reputation of a Neapolitan Cartesian, at the same level of his 

closest friend Tommaso Cornelio (1614-1684). 

• De Capua was one of the founders of the Accademia degli Investiganti. This group of erudite was set 

with the goal to learn as much as possible on the new philosophical scientific horizons. They publicly 

declared themselves admirers of Descartes and devotees of philosophy, science and mathematics. 

• He is characterized as an implacable anti-galenist attitude.

• De Capua got married in his 40s.

• De Capua was influenced, not only by Galilei and Descartes, but by the Dutch radicals (Spinozism), 

and when he published “Del Perere” in 1693, his book was banned by the catholic authorities. 

• It seems to us that in Naples, occurred a “Trial against atheists” in the 1680s, which lasted several 

years. The trial was against all who met under De Capua`s Accademia. De Capua was for several 

years in between these controversies, and he was also accused as the intellectual originator of the

Neapolitan Cartesians before his death. Nevertheless, his good connections helped him to avoid 

exile or prison, and he died before the Trial was over. De Capua was defended by a top lawyer  

Francesco D´Andrea. 

A doctor must 

be a researcher 

and theorist of 

science

“How vain, how 

devoid of any solid 

doctrine was 

Aristotle´s

Philosophy”

To be a doctor one must be a 

first philosopher, but to be a 

philosopher one must be first 

mathematician.

https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/leonardo-di-capua_(Dizionario-Biografico)
https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/leonardo-di-capua_(Dizionario-Biografico)
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From the Enlightenment to Business Models
Going with the Ocean Strategy Race 2023

Cesare Beccaria

(1738-1794)

Who was who in the Italian Enlightenment?

Photo Source and References for further reading:

Chapters 11,12, 13. Democratic Enlightenment. J. Israel.

Chapter 35 Radical Enlightenment. J. Israel

Chapter 20 Enlightenment Contested. J. Israel.

http://musei.unipv.eu/msu/our-museums/historical-figures/cesare-

beccaria/

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Cesare-Beccaria

https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/cesare-beccaria_%28Il-Contributo-

italiano-alla-storia-del-Pensiero:-Diritto%29/

https://www.biography.com/scholars-educators/cesare-beccaria

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/economics-early-modern/

• Cesare Marchese di Beccaria was a Milanese aristocrat of modest means. He studied in the 

Jesuit School of Parma where he met the Verri brothers, and then he graduated from Law from 

the University of Pavia.

• He married Teresa Blasco in 1761, raising three children.

• Beccaria returned to Milan and was associated with The Verri´s brother activities. 

• In 1763 he published a treatise in “Delle delitti e delle pene”, a formulation of a “utilitarian” 

theory of penal law. This book is a systematic statement of principles for criminal punishment. 

A major advance in criminological thought.

• He was against torture and secret proceedings, brutal or degrading punishments, at the

caprice of the corruption of magistrates. For him the objective of a penal system should be to 

devise penalties only severe enough to achieve the proper purposes of security and order. 

Anything in excess is tyranny. Penalties should be scaled to the importance of the offence. 

• Beccaria was the first modern writer to advocate the complete abolition of capital punishment.

• His influence was enormous in the creation of criminal law reforms all over Europe, and 

America. 

• He also was a professor. In 1768 he accepted the chair in public economy and commerce at the

Palatine School in Milan. Then he was appointed to the Supreme Economic Council of Milan, 

concerned with a large variety of measures, monetary reform, labor relations and public 

education.

Until a defendant 

is pronounced 

guilty, he is 

entitled to the 

state´s protection

It is better to 

prevent crimes 

than to punish for 

them

The sovereign is 

never justified in 

taking anyone's 

life

Essential aim of 

good legislation 

is the art of 

guiding men to 

their greatest 

happiness…

Rather than 

execution, sentencing 

to hard labor is more 

lasting and effective 

as a deterrent

Beccaria proposed to 

reform the penal law 

according to what is 

good or bad for society.

http://musei.unipv.eu/msu/our-museums/historical-figures/cesare-beccaria/
http://musei.unipv.eu/msu/our-museums/historical-figures/cesare-beccaria/
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Cesare-Beccaria
https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/cesare-beccaria_%28Il-Contributo-italiano-alla-storia-del-Pensiero:-Diritto%29/
https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/cesare-beccaria_%28Il-Contributo-italiano-alla-storia-del-Pensiero:-Diritto%29/
https://www.biography.com/scholars-educators/cesare-beccaria
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/economics-early-modern/
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From the Enlightenment to Business Models
Going with the Ocean Strategy Race 2023

Antonio Genovesi

(1712-1769)

Who was who in the Italian Enlightenment?

Photo Source and References for further reading:

Chapters 12, 13. Democratic Enlightenment. J. Israel.

Chapter 3, 5,35 Radical Enlightenment. J. Israel

Chapter 20 Enlightenment Contested. J. Israel.

https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/antonio-genovesi_%28Il-

Contributo-italiano-alla-storia-del-Pensiero:-Economia%29/

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Antonio-Genovesi

• Genovesi was born in Venice, and is recognized as the pioneer master of the Neapolitan School of 

economics, as well as the first professor with a chair of this discipline called “Commerce and Mechanics”. 

For the Italians he is considered the “Italian Smith” or the precursor of neoclassical economists.

• As a Young scholar he was influenced by Caloprese, Vico and Doria in finding metaphysical solutions to 

intellectual dilemmas. His first two works Elementia Metaphysicae (1743) and Elementorum Artis Logico-

criticae (1745) were written meanwhile he was appointed to teach metaphysics, then ethics and moral 

philosophy in Naples. 

• His work offered a comparative analysis of the main intellectual philosophy streams at work in Italy,

including Spinozism, and by dedicating pages to this, his work was ecclesiastically banned for 

propagating heretical ideas. He found unreliable and unsatisfactory all the Cartesianism, Leibnizian-

Wolffian System, Newton-Locke. He concluded none of those philosophical systems make sense of the 

world to trust in. In his own words: “Perhaps in the end, only faith, the human heart and determined 

government action can repeal the threat of Spinozism”. He alluded Spinoza as “the most impious and 

cold-hearted of the philosophers of the last century”.

• From metaphysical to merchant economics: After a few years he was able to gain the first professorship

chair of economics in Europe in Naples (1754).

• During the last 15 years of his life, Genovesi concentrated solely in economic, ethical and

anthropological subjects. Focusing on the causes and reasons of the economic and civil decline of 

Naples, and then he published his most important work: Elementi di Commercio (1757)

• Genovesi and his civil economy model did not join the mainstream of economic thought, because his 

competitors (Ferrara) took the spotlight, once he died. 
Genovesi sees 

market economic 

relations and 

relationships of 

mutual assistance

He reaffirmed the 

church as the 

legitimate interpreter 

of the Holy Scriptures

Genovesi´s legacy must be 

reviewed since his initial 

thoughts of including ethics in 

economics were forgotten 

when he died. 

It is of importance

in economic 

models  to include 

trust, reciprocity 

(mutual assistance) 

and public 

happiness

Happiness can fully be 

achieved, thanks to good 

and just laws, commerce 

and the right civic entities

https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/antonio-genovesi_%28Il-Contributo-italiano-alla-storia-del-Pensiero:-Economia%29/
https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/antonio-genovesi_%28Il-Contributo-italiano-alla-storia-del-Pensiero:-Economia%29/
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Antonio-Genovesi


Savage Nomadic 

Stage

Barbaric culture 

lacking arts, science 

and literature

Stable cultivated 

agricultural societies

Modern cultivated 

societies sustained 

by commerce,& 

luxury 

manufacturing

Where art-science-

learning advance 

rapidly 
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Antonio Genovesi

(1712-1769)

Who was who in the Italian Enlightenment?

Framework from:

Chapters 12, Democratic Enlightenment. J. Israel. 

For Genovesi, Human´s progress was conceived as the central theme of history. A

process slowly elevating humanity through 4 basic-socio-economic stages.

Genovesi proposed that trade, free markets and supervision by 

enlightened despotism offered the best path to reach this 

progress.



13-Mar-23Copyright 2016-2022 by Eleonora Escalante Strategy 16

From the Enlightenment to Business Models
Going with the Ocean Strategy Race 2023

Carlo di Firmian

(1718-1782)

Who was who in the Italian Enlightenment?

Photo Source and References for further reading:

Chapters 12, 13. Democratic Enlightenment. J. Israel.

Chapter 35 Radical Enlightenment. J. Israel

Chapter 20 Enlightenment Contested. J. Israel.

https://www.britannica.com/place/Italy/The-era-of-

Enlightenment-reform#ref318762

• Carlo Gotthard count of Firmian, was born in Trento from a 

noble family.

• He was the presiding figure at Milan´s application of the 

Genovesi theory. Milan was under the Austrian administration, 

where Vienna´s court relied on the best available local experts. 

From 1759, Firmian headed the group of reforming senior 

officials administrating the duchy of Milan.

• He was working for the Habsburg

• Firmian led efforts to renovate the fiscal system, register church 

properties, reduce ecclesiastical fiscal immunities, and he 

transfer the book censorship from the Inquisition to an 

Imperial commission.

• In the 1770s-decade Firmian reformed Pavia University, and 

promoted research, particularly in the field of electricity. His 

library was one of the largest in Milan and welcomed young  

foreign Enligtheners, including Volta.

• His program has been tagged as “enlightened absolutism”:

promoting science, efficiency policies in the economic, fiscal,

legal and military spheres while insisting on maintaining the

privileges and the special role of the nobility. The Milan version

of Enlightenment was officially backed by the nobles, and it

raised eminently respectable.

• Firmian pressed for several major reforms in Austrian Milan:

“Firmian completed the earlier reforms in political 

administration, in the judicial system, in ecclesiastical relations, 

and in educational policy. But strong opposition from diverse 

social groups defending traditional rights and privileges 

weakened the reform movement”. 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Italy/The-era-of-Enlightenment-reform#ref318762
https://www.britannica.com/place/Italy/The-era-of-Enlightenment-reform#ref318762
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Fortunato Bartolomeo de Felice

(1723-1789)

Who was who in the Italian Enlightenment?

Photo Source and References for further reading:

Chapters 12, 13. Democratic Enlightenment. J. Israel.

Chapter 3, 5, 35 Radical Enlightenment. J. Israel

Chapter 20 Enlightenment Contested. J. Israel.

https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/de-felice-fortunato-

bartolomeo/

• De Felice is named in this Italian compilation because he 

was able to reframe an Encyclopedia under protestant 

terms for Switzerland, as a counter-reaction to the

irreligious French Encyclopedie of Diderot.

• He was born in Rome, in a Neapolitan family. Raised as a

Catholic Franciscan, and former professorial colleague of 

Genovesi, De Felice traveled to Switzerland, and found 

refuge in Bern in 1757.

• He abjured Catholicism, converting himself to

Protestantism, and got married there.

• He launched a journal “Estratto della litteratura europea” in 

Bern, and then he moved to Yverdon, near Neuchatel. 

• In Switzerland he was met as a renegade Neapolitan monk

fleeing the ecclesiastical authorities in Italy, building on a

reputation for anticlericalism and defiance of Rome. When 

Helvetius and Diderot were banned by Rome, de Felice 

faced several problems to keep his work in Yverdon

• After 10 years of improvements, corrections, purging all 

the radical philosophes input, De Felice in conjunction 

others, including the Lausanne Academy and the Economic 

Society of Berne; was able to produce The Encyclopedie, 

version Swiss Protestant. His moderation found success 

entrenching moderate enlightenment at the heart of the 

Swiss Reformed Society.

https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/de-felice-fortunato-bartolomeo/
https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/de-felice-fortunato-bartolomeo/
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Costantino Grimaldi

(1667-1750)

Who was who in the Italian Enlightenment?

Photo Source and References for further reading:

Chapters 12, 13. Democratic Enlightenment. J. Israel.

Chapter 2, 5, 35 Radical Enlightenment. J. Israel

Chapter 20 Enlightenment Contested. J. Israel.

https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/costantino-

grimaldi_(Dizionario-Biografico)

• Born in Naples, received solid education in Aristotelian philosophy and obtained his degree in law at 

16 years old. 

• Grimaldi was one of the youngest members of the “Accademia degli Investiganti” de Capua. The early 

leaders of the Neapolitan Cartesians were Tommaso Cornelio, Leonardo Di Capoa, Francesco 

D`Andrea,  Gregorio Caloprese and Giuseppe Valletta (who owned the most exquisite and numerous 

library in Naples).

• Grimaldi was admirer of Michelangelo Fardella who promoted Leibnizian influence among Padua 

University.  From there Grimaldi joined the circle of Valletian intelectuals, who meet to learn about 

universal modern philosophers.

• Grimaldi hold positions of administrative government in Naples: administrator for the iron and 

tobacco supply, councillor of the court of S.Chiara

• Grimaldi opposed the Jesuit Giovanni Battista de Benedetti (1620-1706) fiercely. Benedetti was the 

rector  of the Jesuit College in Naples at the end of the 17th century, chief advocate of scholastic 

Aristotelianism in Italy. When Benedetti wrote several works against Descartes followers in Naples, 

under the pseudonym Benedetto Aletino, Grimaldi replied semi-clandestinely to Benedetti in 5 letters. 

• Grimaldi`s publications were unlicenced by ecclesiastical authority. When the Spanish Bourbon rule in 

Naples collapsed, and the Habsburg took Naples again. He was commissioned to write tracts 

affirming the right of the Neapolitan state to tax ecclesiastical lands, and this work was banned by the 

Papacy, but clandestinely was circulating in the intellectual circles of Naples.

• It wasn`t until 1720, that Grimaldi and Giannone works were banned by the secular authorities.

• In 1744, Grimaldi was arrested for a few days, accused of maintaining correspondence with the 

Austrians in the context of the return to Naples of the Spaniards. To what right the 

ecclesiastical 

authorities can 

exercise censorship 

over political juris 

matters

For Grimaldi, 

Descartes professes 

doctrines that are not 

in conflict with the 

Scriptures

Grimaldi was

intellectual Italian 

who best studied 

and interpreted

Descartes

His final works 

were the seeds 

of the catholic 

reformism

It is possible to 

combine the new 

philosophy with catholic 

teaching and 

ecclesiastical authority

Grimaldi 

critiqued the 

Roman 

Inquisition

https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/costantino-grimaldi_(Dizionario-Biografico)
https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/costantino-grimaldi_(Dizionario-Biografico)
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Ludovico Muratori

(1672-1750)

Who was who in the Italian Enlightenment?

Photo Source and References for further reading:

Chapters 12, 13. Democratic Enlightenment. J. Israel.

Chapter 35 Radical Enlightenment. J. Israel

Chapter 20 Enlightenment Contested. J. Israel.

https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/giulio-muratori_(Dizionario-

Biografico)

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Lodovico-Antonio-

Muratori

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/beauty/

• Muratori was born in Modena. Priest, scholar and pioneer of the Modern Italian Historiography.

• He studied under Abbot Benedictine Benedetto Bacchini, who introduced him in the historical-critical 

methods of the French Maurists in relation to history. He then graduated in law and was ordained 

priest in 1695.

• He began his career as a librarian, where he was able to do research of the Italian Middle-ages, and he 

initiated a grandiose collection of chronicles of Italy  as of the 500 to 1500 CE.

• Muratori worked on numerous dissertations: history of institutions, economics, religion, culture, social 

customs, etc.

• With the election of Prospero Lambertini as Pope Benedict XIV in 1740, Italy began to realize that

Newtonianism was correct and little by little became the flag heart of the Papal state itself.

• Muratori procured the path of “an enlightened revision” of the Italian catholic tradition, which kept the 

Counter-reformation intact, and buoyed the “charity” model to support the poor.

• His publication “Della Public Happiness” is the most mature expression of all reforming thought in Italy 

during the war of the Austrian Succession.

• He proposed the topics of outstanding priority for the rulers: Peacekeeping, justice, education, public 

health, assistance to the needy, agriculture, commerce, price and state debt control, taxes and respect 

for the established order. 

• Even though Muratori had some difficulties with the Papal Holy Office, he was able to find himself 

under Benedict XIV protection. The Italy of 1740s-1750s marked a widespread enthusiasm for Locke,

Newton; Montesquieu and Voltaire.

His works in history of 

Italy served as a base for 

the subsequent 

historiography of the 

nation

His plea was for a 

simplified, 

rationalized, more 

socially and 

practically engaged  

Catholicism

Civil thought 

springs from the 

concern for 

honest and happy 

coexistence 

among men.

Constant reference to the 

past to understand the 

problems and ideals of the 

present

The political government 

purpose is to seek above all 

the advantages, comforts and 

happiness of its people.

https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/giulio-muratori_(Dizionario-Biografico)
https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/giulio-muratori_(Dizionario-Biografico)
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Lodovico-Antonio-Muratori
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Lodovico-Antonio-Muratori
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/beauty/
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Carlantonio Pilati

(1733-1802)

Who was who in the Italian Enlightenment?

Photo Source and References for further reading:

Chapters 12, 13. Democratic Enlightenment. J. Israel.

Chapter 35 Radical Enlightenment. J. Israel

Chapter 20 Enlightenment Contested. J. Israel.

https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/carlantonio-

pilati_%28Dizionario-Biografico%29/

He was an advocate 

for the absolute 

tolerance: freedom of 

thought, expression 

and press

For him, the cult 

of saints was both 

ignorance and 

obstacle for 

consciousness

Italy´s transformed nobility and 

renewed clergy will come once 

education (universities and seminaries) 

would be drastically reformed

Pilati´s

uncompromising tone 

and outspoken public 

protest against  the 

clergy was unique

Pilati spent decades 

criticizing the bad 

practices in 

administrative and 

court circles

• Pilati was born in a family of modest middle-class, with an aristocracy line from his 

mother, that allowed him to be educated in human literature in Salzburg. From there, he 

also met Ludovico Muratori in 1748.

• Pilati was a civil law professor and noble, who was trained also at Leipzig, Gottingen and

Holland.

• He was the first reformer of the Italian Society who proposed changes that were 

considered too much, or too intense by the Italian nobility. Pilati´s call for a total 

transformation of Italy´s institutional legal, moral, educational and religious framework; 

were seen as radical anti-ecclesiastical and anti-papal underground.

• His books “Di una riforma d´Italia” (1767) and “Italia riformata” (1769) were prohibited in 

all Italy. He stressed the severe economic and social crisis in Italy identifying the faults in 

the wrongly “status-quo” system: badly directed and regulated, based on superstition, 

ignorance and the wrong policies in place. 

• Pilati was rejected by his family, abandoned by his wife and persecuted by the authorities. 

He was also banished permanently from the peninsula in 1769.

• He then moved to the Hague in 1771, then to Berlin in 1771, where Frederick II granted 

him a pension to write about criminal procedures. In 1774 he was back in Tassullo and 

traveled extensively during the following years. He moved to Vienna in 1783 and 

continued commuting between Vienna and Tyrol. Finally, he was able to return to his 

homeland in 1795. 

https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/carlantonio-pilati_%28Dizionario-Biografico%29/
https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/carlantonio-pilati_%28Dizionario-Biografico%29/


13-Mar-23Copyright 2016-2022 by Eleonora Escalante Strategy 21

From the Enlightenment to Business Models
Going with the Ocean Strategy Race 2023

Guissepe Gorani

(1740-1819)

Who was who in the Italian Enlightenment?

Photo Source and References for further reading:

Chapters 12, 13. Democratic Enlightenment. J. Israel.

Chapter 35 Radical Enlightenment. J. Israel

Chapter 20 Enlightenment Contested. J. Israel.

https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/giuseppe-

gorani_%28Dizionario-Biografico%29/

The ideal model of government was a constitutional 

monarchy with a separation of executive, legislative and 

judicial powers were respected

Gorani loathed 

Italians´ intolerance, 

superstition and 

bigotry

• From a noble family, Gorani was part of a prominent family that held several positions in the 

Milanese Judiciary system. He studied in the Imperial College of Nobles of Milan. Instead of an 

ecclesiastical career he enlisted as an officer to fight in the Seven Years´ War.  In the Austrian 

army, he traveled to Austria, Bohemia, Silesia, Saxony and then to Prussia as a Prisoner of War. 

Once in Germany, he had the opportunity to meet Kant and returned to Milan in 1763.

• Gorani traveled between 1763-1767 and was hired in Vienna as a diplomatic appointee in 

Genoa. Later he moved to Milan where he met Beccaria and the Verris brothers.

• In 1769 he published “Il vero dispotismo”, a book that was banned by the Inquisition in 1773.

• Gorani´s original goal was to combine Austrian enlightened despotism or Josephism with more 

individual and collective freedom.

• He then worked as an advisor of the court of Gotha, between 1771-1774, in Noyon, Switzerland

• He returned to Milan, remained quiet until 1787, when he broke with his noble class when he 

declared that Joseph II was the “plus odieux du tyrannie du genre”.

• After the first outbreak of the French Revolution, he moved to Paris, to observe the progress of

the event. He settled to an intense literary activity. He was expelled from the Habsburg States in 

1791. He gained the French citizenship in 1792, but after the trial and execution of the king,

and the Terror that came afterwards, he distanced from the ideals for which he was inflamed.

He then re-read the entire revolutionary parable retracting himself from the consequences of 

the French radical model.

• Gorani was the first one to predict: “When the sway of privilege is generally so oppressive in

Europe that a violent general revolution was the probable as well as the most logical outcome”.

https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/giuseppe-gorani_%28Dizionario-Biografico%29/
https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/giuseppe-gorani_%28Dizionario-Biografico%29/
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Celestino Galiani

(1681-1753)

Who was who in the Italian Enlightenment?

Photo Source and References for further reading:

Chapters 12, 13. Democratic Enlightenment. J. Israel.

Chapter 5, 35 Radical Enlightenment. J. Israel

Chapter 20 Enlightenment Contested. J. Israel.

https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/term/BIOG183404

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32174230/

• Galiani has been considered as the architect of the Lockean Newtonian breakthrough in Italy.

• He was born as Nicola Simone Agostino, and changed his name when he embraced the 

ecclesiastical career. 

• He entered the order of the Celestines at sixteen year of age and pursued studies of both theology 

and sciences. Galiani was key diplomatic figure in the negotiations between the Holy Seat, the 

Emperor of Austria and the Spanish crown over the Kingdom of Naples and Sicily. He was a lecturer 

at the University La Sapienza in Rome between 1729 and 1731 and, as high Chaplain of the King, he 

was then pivotal for the reformation of the University of Naples. He was Archbishop of Taranto and 

titular Archbishop of Thessaloniki.

• Galiani was an erudite monk converted from Aristotelianism to Cartesianism in 1703. Then 10 years 

later, he discarded the Cartesian-Malebranchiste legacy, in favor of Newton and Locke.

• When he was Bishop of Taranto (1731), he was the leader of the Catholic Enlightenment in Naples.

• Galiani, in between others, promoted a moderate enlightenment of ideas to replace the extreme 

radicals from the past, but to serve as a reliable buttress for the Catholic Church in its war against 

non-providential deism and atheism.

• Galiani was a faithful promoter of the English Newton-Locke ideas in Rome, with a hidden strategy 

“only with a few, taking care not to expose to the masses”. Behind the scenes, convening small-

group discussions, circulating manuscripts and corresponding letters privately in Italy and abroad.

Galiani is an example of 

how the Catholic church 

tried to fix their historical 

embarrassment with science

The 

dissemination of 

Newtonianism in 

Italy was largely a 

catholic effort

Galiani´s model to operate

helped in the transition from

the medieval scholastic

cosmology to rescue the

Church from the past

https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/term/BIOG183404
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32174230/


13-Mar-23Copyright 2016-2022 by Eleonora Escalante Strategy 23

From the Enlightenment to Business Models
Going with the Ocean Strategy Race 2023

Gaetano Filangieri

(1752-1788)

Who was who in the Italian Enlightenment?

Photo Source and References for further reading:

Chapters 12, 13. Democratic Enlightenment. J. Israel.

Chapter 35 Radical Enlightenment. J. Israel

Chapter 20 Enlightenment Contested. J. Israel.

https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/gaetano-

filangieri_(Dizionario-Biografico)

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Gaetano-Filangieri

• Filangieri was the son of the Prince of Arianiellio and Mariana Montalto, daughter of the duke of 

Fragnito.

• From early childhood, he demonstrated  inclination for exact sciences. Considered a genius, he 

turned into a Neapolitan jurist, philosopher and economic theorist.

• His work “la Scienza della legislazione” was one of the most important works of the Italian 

Enlightenment.

• He saw the complex history of Europe as the cause of social and economic disorders. He insisted in 

legal comprehensive reform determined by philosophy. 

• He rejected tradition outright, and urged abolition of privilege and primogeniture, laicization of

education, freedom of the press and some redistribution of landed wealth.

• His oeuvre was banned by the papacy in 1784, because of his critiques against the clergy.

• His main contradiction was he was part of a monarchical regime trapped in an enlightened 

despotism and civil republicanism. The American Revolution touched his literary production.

• He proposed a model to train the citizens, at various levels with a solid program for those who were 

able for intellectual roles, and those who couldn´t, must go on for manual works. He also proposed 

free education for all with more support to those gifted and enlightened.

• He died of Tuberculosis in 1788

https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/gaetano-filangieri_(Dizionario-Biografico)
https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/gaetano-filangieri_(Dizionario-Biografico)
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Gaetano-Filangieri
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Gian Vincenzo Gravina

(1664-1718)

Who was who in the Italian Enlightenment?

Photo Source and References for further reading:

Chapters 12, 13. Democratic Enlightenment. J. Israel.

Chapter 35 Radical Enlightenment. J. Israel

Chapter 20 Enlightenment Contested. J. Israel.

https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/gian-vincenzo-

gravina_(Dizionario-Biografico)

• Born in Roggiano, near Cosenza. Descendant of wealthy families. He studied in Scalea school of his 

cousin Gregorio Caloprese, a cartesian who influenced him in his early cultural formation.

• In 1680, he moved to Naples, and was acknowledged with the Accademia degli Investiganti people. 

There he was trained in philosophical and scientific debate, behind a thick well of discretion.

• He also was educated by Abbot Domenic Bencini.

• Between 1692-1696 he won intellectual maturity, abandoning the polemical radicalism, and  joining the 

Roman environment.  In Rome he held the chair of civil law in the University, and from 1703, the canon 

law chair. 

• He was one of the founders of the Academy of Arcadia. 

Gravina discovered the poet and librettist Pietro Metastasio, whom he adopted and to whom he 

provided a quality literary education. His major legal work was “Originum juris civilis libri tres”.

• He applied the concepts of natural law to the history of institutions, condemns tyranny as anti-juridical 

and places the social contract at the heart of civil society, emphasizing that the latter can only be based 

on law.

The tyrannical 

phenomenon  is 

totally illegal

A republic is fatally 

destined to degenerate in 

tyranny or oligarchy or 

democracy.  He substantially 

supported the monarchical 

model over the republic.

A city is a public company established for 

the common utility, protection of individuals 

and their assets. It is held together by laws, to 

the maintenance of which all individuals must 

contribute.  
Gravina discovered 

that social institutions 

are destined to become 

corrupted periodically

https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/gian-vincenzo-gravina_(Dizionario-Biografico)
https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/gian-vincenzo-gravina_(Dizionario-Biografico)
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Giacinto Dragonetti

(1738-1818)

Who was who in the Italian Enlightenment?

Photo Source and References for further reading:

Chapters 12, 13. Democratic Enlightenment. J. Israel.

Chapter 35 Radical Enlightenment. J. Israel

Chapter 20 Enlightenment Contested. J. Israel.

https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/giacinto-

dragonetti_(Dizionario-Biografico)

The way to make 

people happy is to 

reward virtues 

according to their 

merits

An award must

take place in

public, meanwhile

the incentive is

private

Hereditary nobility 

lacks all legitimacy and 

should be eliminated 

from high position and 

rewards. The highest 

goes to the worthiest 

of virtues.
To make peoples 

happy is the great 

obligation of rulers

• Dragonetti was born from a noble and ancient family located in L´Aquila. He moved then 

to Rome and then to Naples, where he studied law and became a pupil of Antonio 

Genovesi. In Naples he joined the judiciary system. But his radical allure set him into 

troubles with the Catholic Church.

• He expressed that the nobility constituted the chief obstacle to reforming Italian 

agriculture, law and society. He was an anti-feudalist, because the feudal only rewards on

the basis of acquired privileges and not on the basis of virtue.

• Dragonetti main influence is about the following: “ The virtue of civil economy has to built

around public happiness”

• He recommended to the rulers some redistribution of landed wealth from big landowners

to peasantry to ease inequality, and this should be proportionate to its public utility and

the sacrifice it costs its author.

https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/giacinto-dragonetti_(Dizionario-Biografico)
https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/giacinto-dragonetti_(Dizionario-Biografico)
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NEXT: We will publish again next Friday 17th of March

The following topic is “Who moved the ways of the Enlightenment, The French historic context”. 

View of Genoa and its harbor, painting by Cristoforo Grassi (1565-1598). Italy, 15th-16th century. Genoa Pegli, Civico Museo Navale (Boat Museum)
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