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Who was who in the Early Enlightenment?

Franciscus Van Den Enden

(1602-1674)

Photo Source http://www.leclanspinoza.com/clan/

• Tutor of Spinoza in Latin Language. Named as the proto-Spinoza

• Cartesian, defined as an atheist, but according to our analysis he 

was a Christ follower with an anti-religion attitude towards any type 

of cleric that conducts royal absolutism

• Educated under the Jesuits, former Jesuit himself

• Latin Educator. Pedagogue. Theater advocate

• He resided in the Dutch territories (at the moment in which New 

Amsterdam was being settled in America)

• His Philosophy is summarized in four pillars

Origin: Flemish, Antwerp, The Netherlands

Education for all

•Education in key 

areas: medicine, 

law, science, 

philosophy and 

theology not in 

Latin, but 

expand to the 

common people 

in everyday 

language

•French should 

be taught to all 

(girls, boys , 

young and old)

Enlightenment

•Popular 

education 

propagated 

clandestinely 

circulating his 

manuscript 

writings 

•Egalitarianism

•Emphatic 

democratic 

tendency

•Anticlericalism. 

Religion is a 

political device 

to discipline and 

control people 

using their 

ignorance and 

credulity

Republic

•Van Den Enden

designed a 

model of the 

true 

republicanism 

based on 

principles 

relating to 

religion, 

government, 

philosophy and 

education.

Common Good 

and Freedom 

•Commonwealth 

based on the 

common Good 

and the 

freedom of 

democratic 

citizenry
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• Dutch Mennonite- called a Collegiant utopist

• Radical egalitarianism ideas from Van Den Enden influenced 

Plockhoy

• New Netherland, the Dutch settlement in North America 

provoked in Plockhoy (as much as Van Den Henden), the 

design of a new co-operative “utopian” society to be tested in 

America.

• The Model: no religious assembly should be preeminent or 

with privileges above others. Members of this society: only 

honest, rational, & impartial. Only free  from rigid-

confessional thinking admitted. 

• Best kind of people for this society were only those who hold 

a good profession or occupation: husbandmen, mariners, 

masters of arts and sciences, useful handy craftsmen (such as 

carpenters, bricklayers, weavers, bakers, brewers, shoemakers 

hat makers, soap-boilers, physicians… 

• No noble status deference. 

• A community of occupation workers sharing their fruits, 

working no more than 36 hours/week.

• No reformed preachers, no devout Catholics, no parasitic 

Jews, no quakers or puritans, and no slaves. 

The plockhoyist colony model in Delaware began in 1663 but was 

overrun by the English the following year.

Pieter Cornelisz Plockhoy

(1620-1664?)

Who was who in the Early Enlightenment?
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The plockhoyist colony model is located in what is today Lewes, 

Delaware. The name Swanendael (Swaanendael or Zwaanendael

Colony). Zwaanendael was a patroonship founded by Samuel 

Godyn and Samuel Blommaert, both directors of the Dutch West 

India Company, in 1629.

Pieter Cornelisz Plockhoy

(1620-1664?)

Who was who in the Early Enlightenment?
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• First Educators of the common people

• Adrien and Johannes were sons of a ceramic manufacturer. Both studied in 

depth and explore the philosophical scholarly life. In Utrecht and Leiden 

Universities. 

• Adrien (medical-lawyer) and Johannes (theologian) became part of the tiny 

circle of Spinoza, Lodewijk Meyer, Johannes Bouwmeester and Abraham 

Van Berckel in the late 1650s. Then participated in Van den Enden´s circle in

early 1660s, with Adriaen Beverland and Willem Goeree. 

• Both published  books. Adriaen used the pseudonym Vrederyck Waarmond

and wrote against the existing lawyers´ buzzword and complicated legal 

procedures “profiting shamelessly from the public´s gullibility”. Also against 

the clergy: evils interference in politics, and its abuse towards people.

• Johannes was involved with Socinian circles in Amsterdam and was noticed 

as a heretical and blasphemous against the Holy scriptures and Catechism.  

• Publishers of the book “Bloemhof” which rejected the divinity of Christ and 

the Trinity. The Koerbach brothers also precluded about heresy and heretics 

as instruments of the church to castigate with abuse of power from the 

monarchs who lacked wisdom, using the wrong advisors.

• The Koerbachs denied miracles, angels, Satan, demons, sorcery witchcraft, 

possession, exorcism and divination. “All are fabrications to scare and 

manipulate the ignorant”.

• After Johannes publication of “Een Ligt”, a trial against both occurred. 

Adriaen died in prison, meanwhile Johannes three years after that.

The Koerbach Brothers
Adrien Koerbach (1632-1669)

Johannes Koerbach (1634-1672)

Photo Source: 

https://hiphilangsci.net/2020/

10/12/death-of-a-purist/

Who was who in the Early Enlightenment?
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• Johan and Pieter de la Court were Flemish active 

businessmen as suppliers of raw materials to the Leiden 

Cloth industry.

• Pieter was one of the first pre-Smith´s economists, who 

wrote several articles and books. The most famous one 

was “His Interest van Holland” (The Interests of Holland ) 

(1662), a book that became a bestseller as was widely 

read and discussed. His brother Johan, who died young, 

authored the books that have been tangled to Pieter.

• As a business-economist who were part of the 

trading/commerce Dutch Golden Age; the brothers were 

the first Dutch authors to advocate a popular 

commonwealth, or democratic republic.

• Pieter de la Court was also a free thinker and outspoken 

critic of the society of his day, who energetically 

advocated religious tolerance, immigration, free trade, 

and democratization.

• They were passionate “anti-monarchism” insisting on 

the innate inferiority and lack of mental baseness of the 

monarchy, a system based on hierarchy, flattery and 

oppression.

De la Court Brothers
Pieter (1618-1685)

Johan (1622-1660)

Photo Source:   https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/nl/collectie/SK-A-2243

Who was who in the Early Enlightenment?
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• Lodewijk Meyer was a Dutch physician, philosopher, classical 

scholar, and translator. He was a prominent member of the 

circle around Spinoza.

• Born in Amsterdam. From Lutheran background. Erudite, 

Cartesian who completed his studies in Philosophy and 

Medicine from the University of Leiden in 1660.

• Meyer, Spinoza, Bouwmeester and Koerbach seem to have 

been classmates in The University of Leiden under 

Heereboord, De Rae and Arnold Geulincx.  

• Meyer was “the chief intermediary between Spinoza in 

Rijnsburg and the radical philosophical circle in Amsterdam”

• He published about philosophy as the only infallible way to 

interpret the Bible. Considering it as a purely human and 

secular text.

• He also claimed that power can only be exercised by secular 

public authority, not by any ecclesiastical authority.

• Meyer “deeply disquieted the Dutch Reformed Church, 

universities and most other churches”. He wrote in anonym.

• Meyer denied the divine inspiration (or inner light).

Lodewijk Meyer 

(1629-1681)

Photo Source:  http://www.leclanspinoza.com/clan/

Who was who in the Early Enlightenment?
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• Born from a notable family in the Netherlands. From Rotterdam,  

with a background studious scholar life from University of 

Leiden. Graduated as a Physician (MD) in 1691, with a 

baccalaurate in Philosophy.

• Mandeville published several books, essays, propaganda and 

articles, related to political and philosophical activities. 

• His main relevant literary works are the “Fable of the bees”: its 

moral message was “to disparage religion and virtue as 

detrimental to society, by promoting vice as a need component 

of a well functioning state”. 

• Mandeville is included in our list because of a mental framework 

that still is used nowadays: the Private vice-public benefit 

paradox.  Example: Pride is a vice, but without it there wouldn’t 

be the fashion industry. For Mandeville: Society only could be 

prosperous if based on private vices for economic security. Or 

poor if based on private virtues-but not both.

• Mandeville´s philosophic principles were seen as cynical: man is 

only capable of pleasing himself, selfish, unruly and greedy for 

its own private objectives.

• He criticized the concept of charity schools, because of impure 

motives out of pity and hypocrisy.

• He also justified luxury, as a symptom of prosperity and 

necessary for economic flourishing of societies. 

• He also influenced Adam Smith, and Friedrich Von Hayek.

Bernard Mandeville

(1670-1733)

Photo source: https://www.bernard-mandeville.nl/recent-news-on-mandeville

Who was who in the Early Enlightenment?
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Additional Dutch names to remember

Photo Source:  

http://blog.despinoza.nl/log/eerste-

analyse-van-de-bibliotheek-van-

johannes-bouwmeester-1634-

1680.html

Who was who in the Early Enlightenment?

Johannes 

Bouwmeester 

(1634-1680)

Dutch physician, philosopher 

and a founding member of the 

literary society “Nil volentibus

arduum”. Alumni from Leiden 

University in 1658

Abraham, Johannes 

Cuffeler

(1637-1694)

Photo Source:

https://www.britishmuseum

.org/collection/term/BIOG2

13336

Dutch lawyer, jurist at the 

Hague. Friend and disciple of 

Spinoza. Philosopher and 

author of several books 

omitting his author's name and 

falsifying the title page.

Petrus

Van Balen

(1643-1690)

Photo Source: 

https://searchworks.stanfor

d.edu/view/cs956wf6171

Dutch born from a well-connected 

family in Utrecht. Theologian, 

lawyer. Colleague of Cuffeler in the 

Hague. Writer in popular Dutch 

not latin

Photo source: 

https://spinozakringlier.weebl

y.com/jean-maximilien-

lucas.html

French from Rouen who 

moved to the Hague.

The first who wrote a 

biography about 

Spinoza.

Jean Maximilien 

Lucas

(1647-1697)
Minister and 

philosopher from 

Zwolle who caused an 

international 

controversy with his 

Spinozist work Heaven 

on Earth.

Frederik Van 

Leenhof

(1647-1712)

Photo Source: 

https://arinevandersteur.nl/

memo/b1221/ 
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• There is so much being written about Spinoza after his death. But it seems to 

me, only after he passed away, his ideas came to be known. Spinoza has been 

used as a pennant figure, or as J. Israel has described “the supreme 

philosophical  bogeyman of Early Enlightenment in Europe”.

• For Eleonora Escalante Strategy current analysis, Spinoza can´t be seen from 

the perspective of an abstraction that popped up alone, out of nowhere. His 

master Van Den Enden probably left in him a disciple. 

• We will dedicate the next 2 biographic slides to him. We will retake Spinoza´s 

works in a posterior episode, on March 17th.

Baruch Benedict Spinoza

(1632-1677)

Who was who in the Early Enlightenment?

Photo Source 

https://www.newworldencyclopedia.or

g/entry/Baruch_Spinoza

His Biography

Spinoza was the jewish

Middle son of a family 

(middle class) in 

Amsterdam 

Portuguese/Jewish 

Community

Espinosa´s family house was 

located in the corner of the 

Houtgracht and Leprozengracht

in the Jewish Quartier of 

Amsterdam

1632 1650
Spinoza left school to

help his family

business
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Baruch Benedict Spinoza

(1632-1677)

Who was who in the Early Enlightenment?

Photo Source 

https://www.newworldencyclopedia.or

g/entry/Baruch_Spinoza

His Biography

Spinoza was expelled 

from the Jewish 

community in 

Amsterdam

Spinoza died  of tuberculosis in 

his home in The Hague

1656

1661

Continuation…

1663 1666 1670

1672 1674 1675 1677

Voorburg

Spinoza was learning 

latin under Van Den 

Enden on the Singel

Spinoza moves to 

Voorburg, and publish  

“Principia philosophia 

des Cartes”

Meyer publishes

anonymously a book

that causes great

debate.
Spinoza publishes

the Theological-

Political Treatise

(TPT) anonymously

Louis XIV invaded the

United Provinces.

William III became

stadtholder.

The States of Holand

banned the TPT
Spinoza publishes his

magnum opus “Ethica”.

Spinoza is condemned

by the Vatican.
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What was happening abroad with the Dutch Republic expansion between 1600-1790

https://transportgeography.org/contents/chapter1/emergence-of-mechanized-

transportation-systems/dutch-east-india-company-trade-network/

https://museum.wa.gov.au/explo

re/dirk-hartog/voc-united-

dutch-east-india-company

“By the mid-1600s, the VOC 

boasted some 150 merchant 

ships and 50,000 employees, a 

private army of 10,000 soldiers 

and trading posts from the 

Persian Gulf to Japan.

The VOC became a trading 

colossus, the world’s first 

multinational company. Its 

dominance was such that 

between 1602 and 1796 its ships 

made nearly 5,000 voyages from 

the Netherlands to Asia”. 

https://transportgeography.org/contents/chapter1/emergence-of-mechanized-transportation-systems/dutch-east-india-company-trade-network/
https://transportgeography.org/contents/chapter1/emergence-of-mechanized-transportation-systems/dutch-east-india-company-trade-network/
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What was happening abroad with the Dutch Republic expansion between 1600-1790

Dutch West India Company Dutch 

trading company, founded in 1621 mainly 

to carry on economic warfare against 

Spain and Portugal by striking at their 

colonies in the West Indies and South 

America and on the west coast of Africa. 

The WIC was also

Involved in trading and transporting slaves 

from Africa to the New World. With 

military and financial support from the 

States General (the Dutch national 

assembly), the company acquired ports on 

the west African coast to supply slaves for 

plantations in the West Indies and South 

America. The Netherlands signed an 

international agreement to stop slave 

trade in 1814, but it was not until 1863 

that slavery was completely abolished in 

the Dutch colonies

https://www.the-low-countries.com/article/approved-by-

the-bible-the-slave-trade-of-the-dutch-west-india-

company

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Dutch-West-India-

Company

https://www.the-low-countries.com/article/approved-by-the-bible-the-slave-trade-of-the-dutch-west-india-company
https://www.the-low-countries.com/article/approved-by-the-bible-the-slave-trade-of-the-dutch-west-india-company
https://www.the-low-countries.com/article/approved-by-the-bible-the-slave-trade-of-the-dutch-west-india-company
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Dutch-West-India-Company
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Dutch-West-India-Company
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We will publish next Friday 10th of February of 2023. 

The following topic is “Who moved the ways of the Enlightenment, part B”

Change Announcement

• Given the extension of the people who were involved as producers of ideas, authors, thinkers, publishers, 

philosophers, and/or martyrs or scholars between the 16th and 18th century we have decided to expand the 

next episodes per countries.

• Today we only have covered the most relevant enlightenment thinkers of the Netherlands.

• We have changed our outline. Take notice please. Our next episodes will proceed as follow:

Leg Episode Subject Day of Publication

2 4 Who Moved the ways of the Enlightenment. Part A: The Dutch February 3rd

2 5 Who Moved the ways of the Enlightenment. Part B: The Germans February 10th

2 6 Who Moved the ways of the Enlightenment. Part C: The British February 17th

2 7 Who Moved the ways of the Enlightenment. Part D: The Italians February 24th

3 8 Who Moved the ways of the Enlightenment. Part E: The French March 3rd

3 9 Who Moved the ways of the Enlightenment. Part F: The Spaniards-

Portuguese

March 10th

3 10 Spinoza´s truth, fallacies and wrongs March 17th
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