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What has happened since the year 2000 to address the issue of water?

31-May-22

Eleonora Escalante Strategy. Copyright 2016-2022. All rights reserved.

3

WHAT´S UP WITH WATER: 
Pouring Water Into Corporate Strategy.

2000 2015

202220071997 2017

to
d

a
y

Water is included in this goals



31-May-22 Eleonora Escalante Strategy. Copyright 2016-2022. All rights reserved. 4

WHAT´S UP WITH WATER: 
Pouring Water Into Corporate Strategy.

Before Ban Ki Moon took over the corporate strategy of United Nations in 2007,  
his predecessor Kofi Annan, commanded a detailed study called the Millennium 
Ecosystem Assessment (MA)… 

• When Kofi Annan was leading United Nations (1997-2007), 
water was not included as a priority in the 8 Millennium 
Development Goals.

• Kofi Annan mandated the Millenium Ecosystem Assessment 
in the year 2000. The MA reports were finalized before he 
passed the baton to Ban Ki Moon.

• The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment in between other 
fragmented studies of water is an interesting source of 
information that requires to be read by every single CEO 
and board of directors' representatives on earth.

• This MA assessment (from the year 2005) must be reframed, 
updated and filled with the correct information that has 
been gathered during the last 20 years again. This has to
happen before Antonio Guterres pass the baton to the next 
UN leader in 2027.

• The framework of how to solve the water issue in the MA
assessment must be integrated and linked with the new UN 
SDGs model of 2016. The MA reports of 2005 need a DBR 
(Design-Based Research), and these will probably change in 
structure and data.

• Water and the development agenda is not a public
(government) problem. It requires that each CEO of any 
private enterprise begin to take awareness of the problem.

https://www.millenniumassessment.org/en/index.html



.

Private Sector efforts to address water are just starting. As any beginner about 
water, the first attempts are always shattered and just initiating.
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• Industries that depend on water directly for their products and 
services have also invested some resources to understand the 
water problematic panorama: These wealthy individuals and 
corporations have donated money to the United Nations and 
independent researchers in academia and non-partisan water 
expert investigators heavily since the year 2000.

• The frameworks for solution to the water issues need a systemic 
DBR approach, in constant loops and reviews.

• Our water problematic understanding is still in the conception 
stage. We dare to say that any solution applied to this day is 
quite palliative and fragmented. It still not attacking the roots of 
the water problem. Why? Because we still are in a “work in
progress” stage of understanding the problem.

• For example, the introduction of the water stewardship concept 
into 200 companies' corporate strategy agenda is merely a first 
stage awareness solution.  

• Examples of these beginner efforts are: The 2030 Water 
Resources Group, the CEO Water Mandate Secretariat, etc.

• In our incipient discoveries, these companies (usually 
multinationals and wealthy foundations) need to constantly 
challenge themselves in finding the correct path to solve our 
water issues. It is a non-ending loop process. Any solution 

should include the communities on inland water resources

• Nothing can be done correctly and efficiently in the case of the 
water troubles, if we don´t invest time in finding a new paradigm 
to solve the water issue as a water-cycle circular problem 
connected with human actions that may impact the land use on 
the superficial earth. 

• The water cycle is also affected by the planetary cycle. And the 
rest of circular cycles that affect earth too: the carbon cycle, the 
nitrogen cycle, the global temperature climate cycle, and even 
geological cycles that affect the deep percolation (rocks).

• Finally, the global scale coordination to comprehend and affect 
our inland water resources requires an orchestrated effort 
between United Nations, wealthy benefactors, private sector, 
local communities, governments, NGOs and academic 
researchers. This integral and multidisciplinary mission will take 
several decades and several generations to be attained.

• The strategy formulation also matters. There are 10 strategy
schools that will have a view on the water problem. The
demographics population ecology view is just one
interpretation that belongs to the environmental school. There
is a long road ahead.
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United Nations has played a crucial role in getting funds to understand 
the issue of water in the planet. But it is so new and requires a
continuum of research forever.



In our last episode we have discover that wáter is interrelated with everything we

do. Water is not separated from our inland actions.
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Water in the 
oceans

Water in our lands

Water in our built-
up businesses and 
homes in urban or 

rural setups 

Contaminated 
Discharges

Alteration of the 
land surface with 

infrastructure 
projects

Removal of Natural 
Vegetation

Modification of the 
atmosphere

• Oceans pump water through 
evaporation to the clouds, 
which then is poured through 
rain into the planet

• Surface Water and wetlands: lakes, 
rivers, freshwater marsh, rivers, 
reservoirs, estuarine ecosystems, 
etc.

• Ground water: our aquifers. 
• Surface water and ground water 

are interconnected

• Tap water
• Water collected from 

ground water reservoirs
• Rainwater collection in 

tanks and reservoirs

• To oceans
• To rivers and lakes
• To wetlands
• Contaminated air from industrial plants
• Usage of petroleum (cars, planes, energy 

production)
• Pollution from our commercial, residential 

and industrial waste
• Waste collection mismanagement

Everything we do 
affect the water-cycle 

and the oceans

• Atmospheric deposition 
of chemicals

• Acidic precipitation on 
aquatic ecosystems

• Global warming

• Any infrastructure project alters 
the topography and natural 
conditions of rain drainage to 
the water ecosystems

• Levees, artificial river reservoirs 
or dams

• Making land available  
involves cutting forests 
and removing ancient 
vegetation 

• Deforestation, storm 
runoff, soil erosion, 
mudslides.

We will explore in 
detail in our next
episode

Diagram prepared with content from the 
book:  Tester, Drake, Driscoll, Golay and 
Peters “Sustainable Energy-Choosing 
among options”. Chapter 7: Energy, 
wáter and Land use. The MIT Press (2012) 6


