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 Avarice is the 
opposite of mercy
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What is 
Avarice?

• AVARICE is the immoderate desire for wealth, or cupidity or greed. Greed 
is an excessive desire to acquire or possess more than one reasonably 
needs.

• In the context of our saga, Avarice is an evildoing of the spirit. It is an anti-
virtue which after pride is worst than anger, sloth, gluttony, envy or lust.

• In the middle of the pandemic we can observe the anti-virtue of avarice when 
we start to dignify irrational plans to recover our economies, despite that 
people are dying in hospitals and the health centers are collapsed.
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Avarice has two 
components

The core of our life 
is getting what we 

do not have

Irrationally 
keeping what we 

do have as a social  
engine of greed

Mathias Stomer, L'Avarice | 
Baroque painting.



Eleonora Escalante Strategy.. Strategic Corporate Advisory Services
© 2017-2018-2019-2020  Eleonora Escalante-all rights reserved 3

What is 
Avarice?

• As part of God´s creation, things are good in themselves. There is nothing wrong by trying 
to get things for our life. When reliance on God´s things becomes a substitute for relying 
on God and his blessings. 

• Avarice happens when the desire for things or possessions becomes:
 excessive, 
inordinate
irrational 

immoderate
unreasonable

undue and
idolatrous.

• Avarice is more than miserly stinginess. Each epoch in human history has had a 
different form. For several centuries, avarice has been painted as accumulating gold and 
precious expensive stones in treasure chests. Then it has evolved to amass money in bank 
accounts. And so on, it has been during the last 50 years as flagrant conspicuous 
consumption of the last trending technologies and “modern” intellectual ideas. Nowadays 
avarice is the arousal to sweep humans and substitute them by artificial intelligence and 
robots.
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What is 
Avarice?

• The heart of avarice is not the love of possessions but of “possessing and therefore 
of being a possessor”. Nowadays societies reward people by the money and 
expensive things they have been able to buy, and sadly not by the way people are.

• Avarice has been reinforced and cherished by cultural, information-media and 
social trends of our own times. Particularly during the 1980s and 1990s decades, 
which were periods of abundant wealth creation, to the point that many top 
economists have end up justifying avarice as the necessary fuel for a strong 
economy.

• Avarice can be seen as much as in stinginess than in waste. Both seem to be 
diametrical opposed in between, but these are two faces of avarice. Neither a 
stingy or a waster are givers.
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Stinginess W

as
te

Stingy: Someone who 
irrationally doesn´t 

want to spend or share 
to others. A tightwad 

or cheapskate.

Waster: Someone 
who extravagantly is 
inclined to consume 

and spend for 
possesing in him-

herself.
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Examples of 
Avarice

• Cupidity as a synonim of avarice is defined as excessive greed. But it is also selfishness 
expressed in lack of mercy for those who have nothing.

• Examples of avarice are deeply inserted in many government policies, regardless if it is 
socialist or capitalist or in between. 

• Avarice doesn´t respect respect political systems. We find avarice in individualism or 
collectivism. We find avarice in the way governments exercise its power or economic 
freedom, regardless if these are democracies or any form of totalitarianism.
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                     Individualism

SocialismTotalitarian
Communism

Dictators,
Anarcho-communism

 Representative
Democracies

Fascism,
Nazism,

Totalitarian
Right-Wing
Dictators,

Anarcho-capitalism

Social Democracy,
Social Liberalism

Liberal 
Conservatism,

Christian Democracy

Libertarianism.
Conservatism

Far-Left             Left              Center-Left                Center            Center-Right              Right               Far-Right
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Examples of 
Avarice

As mentioned previously, examples of avarice are deeply inserted in many 
government policies, regardless the political system. These are some examples:

1. Persecution measures against illegal foreigners, without considering plenty of 
moderate options

2. Lack of integral solutions when helping countries to ameliorate refugee crisis. To 
stop refugee migrations, the only solution is to improve the conditions of life of the 
country from were migrants are escaping

3. Some MNC global supply value chains promoting avarice with their insatiable 
search for reducing product costs at expenses of those who produce them.

4. The artificial intelligence and NAIQI* technologies are also promoting avarice 
when used by stingy CEOs with tyranny toward workers. These CEO´s plans are to 
substitute them by robots.

5. Digital on-line education with mediocre standards is neglecting future quality of 
analytical and integral problem solving minds

6. The avarice used by radical ultra capitalism extremists particularly in mergers and 
acquisitions and value-based restructurings.

7. The Universal Basic Income has “avarice” masked under “mercy”. We will explain 
this fully.
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NAIQI is the tandem of 
Nanotechnology
Artificial Intelligence (robotics)
Quantum Supremacy
Internet
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Examples of 
Avarice

Examples of avarice that we have seen during the COVID19 pandemic. 
1. If the solution to a sickness is to find a cure or a treatment, and we observe that 

high-net worth individuals do not want to gift the “research and development” 
for the vaccines. Acting out of  this crisis as a golden opportunity to invest their 
money to get a multiplying highest return on investments after the Pandemic.

2. When avare leaders are directing health organizations, their decision makng 
tends towards buying the cheapest emergency resources, sacrificing quality. 
Many PCR testing kits, ventilators or medical inputs which have the lowest prices 
in the market have resulted in malfunctioning resources.

3. When in times of pandemic, individuals need some economic support for the 
basics (shelter-food-utilities). To offer debt-rescue packages during pandemic 
times, instead of non-reimbursable emergency aid is avarice. 

4. Usage of wrong data to feed machine learning for COVID19 predictions, losing 
precious days to stop the contagion by using traditional focal lockdowns.

5. Economic recovery for entrepreneurs or start-ups (those who are starting 
companies): Debt is an financial instrument only to be utilized ONLY when our 
companies are already generating revenues and creating positive free-cash-
flows.  To offer debt to entrepreneurs is avarice.
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Machine Learning 
with Wrong Data is 

the result of the 
avarice of 

knowledge
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One example 
of avarice

Outside of this unique colossal pandemic crisis or 
other specific “once in a time” disasters, the UBI is not 

the solution for our economies troubles.
 

Why the Universal Basic Income (UBI) is an “avarice” 
measure”, masked under a “mercy” strategy?

Thank you.

On eagles wings: Our recovery from Coronavirus. Ethical Virtues

21th July 2020


